the 
the 
ne 
hat 
| pt 
ns, 
Ng 


AUTHORITY 


CHURCH 


IN MAKING 


T HE 


OF THE 


Canons and Conſtitutions 


With 


cCONCERNING 
Things indifferent; And the Obedience 


thereto requir d: 


particular 


Application to the preſent Eſtate of the 


CHURCH of ENGLAND 


5 E R. N. O N 


In the Gerd at No&WICH, the Third 
Sunday after Zrinity, 1605. 


Deliver'd in a 


PREACH'D: 


By FRAN. MASON, B. D. and ſometime Fellow 
of Merton College i in Oxford. | 


And AvuTtaor of Vindicie Ecclefie Anglican. 


22 to . the Unity of the Epirie in the bond of Peace:. 


EPH ES. 4. 3. 


printen this W Clevel at the Passt, and Rehert Rhaphck| 


— 


LONDON: _ 


at the Angel in St. Pauls Church. Far 170 5. 


— 


0. He XV 


\ 


CLOS * © ND 
: 4 b "#10 } e . s * * 
c +]. , * 

5 x 


11,0150 03 ich wii Ioiins wit $3 MY 1 ere, 
1 the Malt, Regefenld Father in God, RI CHAR H. Lord 
Archbiſpop : Canterbury 5 bis Grace, F 11 K and Her | 
tropolitan f .atrfngiland, and ane of chis Majeſties moſt 
Honourable: Privy Council, &c. n fene in ond 
Nd Hie 21 la fis V2 „dine Fs 9 S234 

HE Love and Duty which. I owe to this Chinetvof 
England (Moſi Reverend Father) have put into my 
hand this Olive. branch, that is, an Exhortation to 

| holy Obedierice; and peaceableiRefolutions, which 
:lways have been the'Crown and Glory of # Chriſtian. © For 
when L ponder d with my ſolf how ſome gf the Miniſtry ſtand = 
anteſolv'd, and that (as Itake it) becauſe they do not duly can- 
der tho nature of things indifferent, andthe Duty of a Subject 
to his Sovereign; I muſt confeſs chat my · Bowels of Compaſlion 
were moy d, agd the Fire of Affection was kindled within me. 
And therefore altho many learried and judicious Men have rich- 
j and plentifully handledthis Argument; yet in commiſeration 
of thoſe my Brethren, I alſo have adventur'd to caſt my poor 
Mite into the Treaſury, hoping that as they walk amopgſt ihe 
itful Trees they will not giſdain to pull a lictle Berry from the 
loweſt Shruß⸗ Thie prineipal Mark Lhoot at, igt de my En- 
eavour toſertle the tender and trembling Ounſciences o thoſe 
ich are not wedded to their own Coheeits,- büt have: besn 
rry'd T Weakneſs than of Wilfulneſs that ſuch of 
hem as it ſhall plerſz the Lord, may be reduced to the Paber- | 


cles of Peace; and follow the Truth in doe For ala. Y 

n but latent to ſes fo many ſpend efleir Mort ang prseſuus 

Time in ſach ſcandalous proſecutien of ' eiyil Contentions, and 

ome of them not altogether unlike to Plato's Bubbyphroy who in 21. , 

hs ;nconiideranr enalhh wentin'al-haſte'coacetife his ow]- Fa- 

der? Bue this Church (Ged bg thanked) ndveHvHhted u Sig- 

e to encounter and eeflyincel them and Hue manifeſt t che 

World that they erred by in iſdonſtruction andiafiladviſed Zeal. 

O how much better had it been to habe cotitinuſd theit Labours 

in the Lord's Vineyard, and by bending their'united-Fotces a- 

inſt Babylon, to haveforght the Lord d Battels, (0bTomfore 

ak the God y, ho then-thighithave'cokebracedanisÞrighiph, 

nected their Tropfiy, and dee Hd "their victorious * — 
nl awr 


19 


I.ͤh he Epiſtle Dedicatory. _ 
lawrcel Gatlands? O what a Grief ought this to be to their Soul; 
ſo to oppole themſelves againgſt ſuch a learned and religion 

Church, and ſo irreverently to traduce that hol Book of Com. 
mon Prayer, a Work of ſo great and admirable Excellency ? 
concerning which, I may truly affirm, that ic hath been cut uy 
like an Anatomy, every Vein of it hath been open'd, every 
Corner ſearch'd, every Rubrick ranſack'd, not a Word but hath 
been weigh'd in the Ballance, not a Sylable but hath been ſi: 


2 


| ed co the uttetmoſt; and yet for all this, like to the Bridge c 

ca. de bei. Ceſar, the more it is oppugned, the ſtronger it ſtands. The Ce- 
Gall. la. remonies whereof may apꝭly be reſembled to the Altar ered- . F 
upon the Paſſages of Jordan, at which the reſt of the Tribes 0 

were grievouſly offended, imagining that it had been for Sac. 
; fice: But when they were truly inform'd that it was only fo “% 
a Memorial that they had 2 part in the God of [rad they ver ., 
verſe 31. Well content, they bleſſed; God, and Phinchas ſaid, Tbis day ut * 
+ perceive the Lord is au, betauſe you have not done this tre. / 
In like manner, ſome 4 our Brethren have been offended at ou b m. 
Ceremonies, upon an erroneous imagination of Popery and Su M. 
perſtition; hut the Church of ENgland hath often. ma nifeſteſi en 
| her Innocency, and clear'd her ſelf of choſe Impurations. An, 
— therefore we hope that one day their Eyes being open d, anf 
| their Souls ſatisfy'd, they will with the Princes: of 1/rae! blck 5 
| God, and ſay with Phinebas, This day aue perceive that the Lord Sima 
among ee jon bave not done this — For the further 
rance whergof,- Ldodn all humilicy ent this Olive · br their F 
unto aur Grace, whoſe eminent Wiſdom, and godly Cate i. % >? 
ſuppreſſing Innovations, and preſerving the well ſetled ſtate 0 154 7 
this flouriſhing Church, is moſt apparent. And therefore: n H 
| hath directed the Heart of our religious Sovereign, to «lia ju; ; 
- bliſh you: the chief Paſtor and Father of out Church, fo 1 ball Uni 

- ſeech'the Almighty to vouchſafe this fruit to your Labours, thai” i 
your Grace may ſee the Weak reſolv d, the Wilful relented, t Age 
- Wandring reduced, and all of them returned to the Boſom o * : 
the Church; like che Dove to the Ark, wich Leaves of Olive ui 7 7 
their Mouths, in token chat-all Gall and Bicterneſs being lil T / 
aſide, the fwelling Floods of Diicord are aſſwag d. ">: 
Ver Grace s in all bumble Duty, ihe % 
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this ſhort and ſucein& Diſcourſe, in which thou wilt find moſt, if not 4 
Nn-conformiſts, ſubſtantially anſwer'd, and their A A turn d 


ques cloſely and ſtrenuouſiy againſt his Adverſaries Miſtakes, and ſo- 
lay refutes their ſeeming ObjeRtions. He exhorts them as Brethren, 
but upbrgideth not, He uſeth no Bitterneſs nor Evil-ſpeaking, (which 
rather witlen than heal the Wounds of the Church) but like the good 
damiriran pours in Oil and Wine to cloſe them up. He beſeecheth and 
mtreats them in the Name of Chriſt our common Saviour to lay aſide 
their Prejudices, and exhorts them paſſionately to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace; and gives them invincible Reaſons 
Ply they are oblig d to do ſo, by ſhewing them plainly that there is no- 
thing retain'd in our Church but what is, 200 pos to Se. Paul's Inſtru- 


ful; and therefore they muſt be anſwerable for breaking the Peace and 
in it. * = | 

The Author of this Sermon was an eminent and learned Divine of 
ur Church, as his Mritings againſt the Papiſts, in defence of our Or- 
ders, will evidently ſhew ; and very well vers'd too in the Controverſies 
"1 the Purirans then, as will appear by this Sermon, and conſequently 


wp to the old Non-conformiſts Exceptions, but only dreſs d them up in 
« new Mode, and ſet them off with Railery and ſeurrilous Reflections, 
(the uſual Ornaments of their late Performances) as might eaſily be de- 

£9053 | | monſtrated 


1 N 40 Y; 5 | re» 
=o ? » 3 5 8 1 1 3.6 «444% V \\ 4. "IS, 181 4 4 TEETH *y A1 A , 
: . n 
- + | 33 Dr * 7 A *. - x f 
” 5 F f * * a 5 * 9 
ö . * 5 £ 1 4 * 7 


their virulent Libels and Pamphlets, (a ſure fign of a baffi'd Cauſe? 
\J but reprint their old ones, as if they had never been anſwer d. 
(the) there is hardly one of them but what has been anſwer d an hun- 
tred times over, and all of em not many Tears ſince by the London 
Miniſters in their Caſes) I thought 1 might do an acceptable piece of © 
ſ-roice to the Church; and T hope to the Diſſenters too, by lei 


64255 the" Diſſenters from our Church do not only peſter us with 


the material Exceptions made againſt the Church of England by the old 
1on themſelves, and all this done in the Spirit of Meekneſs. He ar- 


din in his Text, decent and orderly, and conſequently nothing ſin- 


Unity of the Church of Chriſt, and for making and continuing Schiſm 


of thoſe with the Diſſenters at this time; for they have added nothing 
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The Editor to the Reader. 


monſtrated from their Writings, were it needful or decent: But ſuch work 


s fitter for 7 than Chri ian Mritert, to whom therefore I ſpal Z 
leave it, and Jhall only give as Jhort account as I can of this Treatiſe, 


Page 1. 
p. 2. 


Firſt Ob. 


general Parts, an Explication and Application. 


II. That Church 


and then leave thee to judge, whether this Author has not baff'd all the Th 
Exceptions and Cavils of the Diſſtnttrs ; and that the Church of Eng. 
land has juſt reaſon to complain that ſhe has been unjuſtly cenſur'd by Th 
the Diſſenters, and falſely and maliciouſiy accus d by them of being Po- Th, 

The Author, after 4 Prayer and good Wiſhes for the Proſperity of the Th, 
Church of England, tells us, that bis Sermon ſhall be divided into tw 


In his Application, he, Firſt; .make; a brief Application of the Text : 
And, Secondly, 4 mere ample Application of the Text to the ſtate of 
the Church of England: 5 

Before he begins his Explication be telli ut, Firſt, who: ſpake the 
Mords, viz, St. Paul. Secondly, ta whom, and upon what occaſion 
they were ſpoken, and that war to the Corinthians upon | their endes- 
vouring to impoſe their Cuſtoms upon other Churches,  . 

' From the Explication of the Wards of the Text he makes five Ob- 
ſeryations. | Ny SÞavT 246 he 

I. That ſome things are neceſſary, and ſome things indifferent, and 
then tells what he means by things neceſſary, and thengs indifferent, 

Thing, neceſſary are ſuch as the. Eternal Godohath in bis Word pre- 

cilth and determinately commanded, or forbidden, either ex- 


preſly, or by infallible conſequenſe. 1 P 
9 are ſuch as the Lord hath not commanded. or for- II. 
bidden, bu# are contain d in the Holy: b rather potentially Ill 
than actually, comprehended in general Directions, not preciſch b 
diefin:d by particular Determinatipns';, and then adds, Thoſe things It t 
which God hath neither commauded nor forbidden, he hath leſt cal. 


to be diſpos d by. he Law. of Man. +... :+ 5h. ©. 

| vernours are the Judges of what” is decent. 
Ve muſt tale that for decent in things indifferent which ſeems decent 
in the eye Publick Authority) — They only have. Authority to 
make Church- Orders whom the Lord hath made Church- Governours- 

III. That all their Canons muſt be form'd according to general Car 
nons of the Holy Seripture, which may aptly be reduc'd to the two in tht 
Text, Let all things, Go. And then he tells un, _. 

That nothing may be eſtabliſpi d which is baſe and beggetl. 
That Regions olemnities muſt be perform'd with eu, with- 
out Vanity, without luxurious Pomp, or meretric:qus Bravery. | 

That nothing may be eſt abiſh'd in ſuperſtitious. or idolatrous manner. EN: 27; 
That nothing muſt bs eſtabliſhi d contrary to the Scripture." + - | 
That things indifferent muſt beeſtabliſh'd as indifferent, ut. neceſ- 

ſary to Divine Worſhip, 70 Juſtification or Salvation. 3 


The Editor to the Reader. 
work That the Ceremonies of the Church muſt not be dark and dumb. 


foal | That all Canons muſt be for the Common Good. 
iſe, That all things muſt be done without Scandal. 


ſtition or 149 atry, are to be remov d. 
That Confuſion by all means muſt be avoided. 
That the Church muſt not exceedin Superflaity of Ceremonies, 


Office of a Miniſter. 
longs to the Biſhop. ' 
Ine the Laws of that Church: Under which be ſhews, 


iſt, How Human Laws may be ſaid ro bind the Conſcience. 
2dly. herein Chriſtian Liberty doth conſit. 


od for Correction. 
learned Men, as ee by the Practice of the whole Chriftin World. 


| the That even things indifferent, wherein is EE danger of er. 


ov 


11 


age 9. 


That the Layman muſt not be Juffer d to intrude bimſelf into r 8. 
That Inferiour Miniſters muſt not be 2 to afury that which be- | 


IV. That all that live in the Boſom of a Church muſt HſpeRioely * Fourth Ob. 
p. 9, 10. 
Ap. 10. 


V. The Church (which God hath armed with Authority) is to vas Fifth Obſer. 

frRual care that all things be done i And that God hatb 

ben to bis Church in all 4 47 ft not only a Rule for Direction, but 4 
this, ſaith our Author, is the Judgment of 


Pp. 11. 


Application. 


ne Application. 
pre- 8 Application is divided into three general e 
ex eclafation, Tbat in the Church of England the principal p. 12. 


N are eſtabliſh * honeſtly and decently. 


for- Il. 4 Confuration of certain general Exceptions to the: contrary, = 

10 Ill. An Exhortation co keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

yey Peace. 

ng | In the Declarktion he ſpeaks, ft. Of the King”. 3 Suptemaey, and p- 1 2. 


caling Convocations. 


in popular Patity, bur that our Biſhops ure endi # ib Power of 
hin Orders, 1 the Exerciſe of Ecclefiaftical Juriſdiction; and 


Tim. 1. 3 and 5. 19. 22. and 
zd. Of inen Ms, 10 ir ON uten Manners, 


Pucer, Ge 


be Liturgy, &c. and the reafon why fo wh > Rnd Chinvers ont of be Apocry- 
Ma are read, and others om m6: wor Au then. having quoted ſome 
inen Paſſages. out of fome of tbe Writers of "the + Ae, againſt phe 
jab iſhed Liturgy, he procerde, 6 vedure ul their Aenne duto one, 
i Branches 's whereof he * in order, und confates, > 0 0D 


bat according to the puraſt and A N Times; 3 and Cores it From | 


arning, 1 laſt Fran he ſbems & 
but our Liturgy and Book M tf Carle erden wie ae by Calvin, 


a „ 


Adly. Of Miniſters; and declares that the Miniſters of England are p. 13. 1 


athly. of the Miniftration, in which be pioes a ſhort Account 'of p. 19. 


iv 


Object. Thoſe Orders and Ceremonies which were neither commanded of Cu 


p. 23. 


p. 23, 24, I. Tothe faſt, thatnothing muſt be, &c. but what is commanded 


p. 26. 


P. 27. 


p. 28, 29. whatſoever Herericks, Idolaters, or any wicked Perſons bave dont, 


ſtolick Order, yet they did not think fit to reſtore: it: So Lovecteal 


reticks too, yet he proves they may be us d by us; for, ſays he, 4 


Actions is fit or requiſite to be done, is from God, and therefore in th 


The Editor to the Reader. 


in holy Scripture, nor practiſed in the Apoſtles times, but are Her, 
tical, Popiſh, and Antichriſtian ; being ſcandalous where they remain 
and therefore caſt out of the Reformed Churches, are in no wiſe «| 
embraced and aſſented to by Subicriprion. But ſuch are ſundry of 
Orders and Ceremonies of the Church of England; therefore not 20 
embraced, &c. T all which he gives diſtinct, and, to all unprejudic 
Men, ſatisfaftory Anſwers. | 


he anſwers to this effect: If by commanded they comprehend thiy 
commanded in general, he proves that our Ceremonies are ſo commun 
ed; but if they underſtand a particular Command, he grants that ti 
are not ſo commanded ;. neither, ſaith he, are thoſe Rites that they d 
fire and contend for, ſo commanded, . _ . 

II. To the ſecond, that our Orders and Ceremonies are not Apoſt 
lick, he anſwers to this effect: That the whole Doctrine of Chriſtian 
is purpoſely and plentifully ; but the Diſcipline only in part, and. 
occaſion, and (ſparingly deliver d in Holy Scripture ; and conſequent! 
what the Orders Apoſtolick were, cannot be fully known by the April 
Writings : And yet, ſays he, of thoſe which are known, the grand u 
main Points are obſerved in the Church of England; as namely, ann 
others, the Government by Biſhops, and the Ceremony of laying « 
hands in making of Miniſters ; and tells em, that thoſe that callf 
Reformation do not themſelves abſolutely and altogether embrace the ky 
ſtolick Orders; as for Example, to ſalute with a holy Kiſs was an Ap 


were uſed, &c. yet nat received now in the Reformed Churches. 
III. To the third, that our Ceremonies are Popiſh and Antichriſtut 
he anſwers, Firſt, that ſome of our Ceremonics, and amongſt tit? 
the Croſs, were before Popery ; and ſhould it be granted that they we 
deviſed by Popes, it does not therefore follow that they were Popilh. 
Antichriſtian. 1 EEE - 
But, Secondly, he ſuppoſes that they were deviſed by Papiſts and t to q 


Opinion, if it be beld by an Heretick or an Idolater, by Antichrilt, tends 
the Devil himſelf, muſt not be forſaken ; for all Truth is the Truth _ /: /- 
God, whereſoever it be found, tho' it be in the mouth of the Devil. 


ſaid, but what they have done or ſaid hererically, idolatrouſiy, wie ma i 
edly, is to be abandon d, ſo far as it is evil : But whatſoever in the I hav 


reſpec not to be abhorr d. Thirdly, Suppoſe they have been abusd '* et / 
ft : Muſt every thing that has been 4 us'd in Popery be laid Fl wa 
What then will become of Churches, Bells, nay of the Pulpit it fit ro fa 
The idolatrous abuſe of a thing does not rake away the lawful uſe o 775 


The Papiſts kneel to their Idols, muſt not we therefore pray kneel! mg . & 


The Editor to the Reader. v_ 


. 


IV. To the fourth, that. our. Ceremonies are Jewiſh, ei- anſwer'd, p. 34. © 


| 45 n phat we retain of Jewiſh Ceremonies, we ret ain not as Jewiſh, but 
1550 (cent; they that accuſ# us are guilty of the ſa ume. 
ſe tol V. To che fifth, that our Ceremonies areſcandalous; 71. anſwer'd in p. 36. 


rt, That the things that we uſe are not of a ſcandalizing nature, and 

People notwithſtanding are ſcandali x d, let them lool to it, the Faule 

;theirs, and not outs, and they miſt anſwer for it: 
Laſtly, ebey-propiſe to/1ir abe Pattern of "the Reform d Churches, 10 p. 42. 

hich 'trs ae Firſt, chat diverſe Countries, profeſſing the ſame Ne- 


my gion, may have diverſe Ceremonies.” The Reformed Churches have re 
Amed ſome Ceremonies which we retain ; the things were indifferent, 
bat 60 d they have us d their Chriſtian Liberty in refuſing them, and we the 


te Liberty in uſing them. Some things retain'd in Geneva it ſelf are 

ore popilb and more '(candalous than any retain'd'by the Chnrch f 

gland ;, a3the Wafer, '&c. Secondly, Our Church is independent 

am other Church, and therefore not obli gd to follow their Cuſtoms 

y more than they are to follow ours, Thirdly, It is the Duty of eve-- 
private Chriſtian; to conform himſelf to the laudabie Cuſtoms of the 

hurch wherein be liver. Aud if it be ſo, what will the Diſſenters ſay- | 
jr their making 4 Sehiſm from the Church ef England, which, if they. 
il believe their own Mr. Diodate, * is the very Eye and Excellency of Diedats's Anſwer : 
all the Churches, Chriſt's own choice Purchaſe, and peculiar, the San- io the Aſſembly... 
duary of the Aﬀtied, the Arſenal of the Faint-hearted, the Magazine METER 
ebe Needy, the Royal Standard of good Hope. A Church in 

that high State and Pitch of Holineſs and Glory, that on the Theatre 


Ap 
ed if the Univerſal Church ſhe hath hitherto excell'd and outſhin'd. ak: 
the Churches upon Earth... | | 
rſt = 
ther Exhortation. 


In the Exbortation.be beſzecheth.the Noneconformiſts in the Name af 


iſh s 

N ve Lord -Feſus, to perform all holy Obedience to God and the Prince, aud 

we t to diſturb the Peace of the Church for bare Inconveniencies ; and 

þ ropuſes to them the Example of their Maſter Calvin, who adviſed bis p. 44. 

iſt, ends not to make any Tumult for a thing indifferent. | : | 
"ru I che next place he anſwers ſome Objections and Scruples, and pro- 

vil. W further to exhort the Miniſters to a Compliance web the Church of 

hne, ngland, and not to leave their Flocks . for ſome Ceremonies and Uſages, 


vi "ich in their own nature are indifferent. | 


in te 7 have now uu one thing more to advertiſe thee of, and that is, that 
in here are ſome : ings towards the latter end of the Exhortation which 
busd 07 / very applicable to our 2 Diſſenters, tho if duly conſider d 
be of uſe to chem. Thoſe that our Author applies bimſelf to were 
it / far gone a5 our Diſſenters now, they were rather Non-conformiſts : 
ile of NP formal Schiſmaricks ; for they did not ſeparate from the Church, 
%%% un Altar againſt Altar, but communicated as Members, when 


they 
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8 Te Editor to — Reader. 
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they.conld- nt: . ee a. ; ber did not pla f a, ind l, 
and — tht only. ca ſio 0 105 ſtantly : ay, t bey not tn: 
Ir eortmtuicated with the monary 1 bu wrote againſ} Zo = 


that. made art > vow and ſeparated 255 . Wi I not they riſe up in 
juqgment againſt this Generati and conde n it? 
Now, de, if thou are e ember, 77 5 of England, « 
eme beg, of ches tg read carefully + | or Treg? Hand, I dare enga 
12 il confirm ebe in it, nd ena N oy the. 40 4 in 
Exceptions that are. cauſe cleſly and oor 4 made apainſt it. 
thou art a Diſſenter, let me Lee h thee, in the 12 of Feſus Chriſt, 
2 aſide all Prejudice and Partiality, and | ſerjouly to. weigh and ch. 
e this learned and pious Divine / 9 h ſaid in anſiver to the mi 
— Obiections, and then, by God 4 A ng g. th wilt be convinc'd 
and return tb the Church of Et Pri ich as 4 render other ſtretch 
eth olut her Arms may ace thee,. w wi hing nothin ing fo much 'as that all, 
who have erred and gone 4 ray; may return; and that 5 her ind 
May be of one Mind, of one Heart, and may topeth „ wor ſhip the 
Lord in the beauty of. Holineſs and become one Fold u under one Shephay 
Vale Conſt, whe is the 18 W and Biſhop al our Souls, Amen 
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Canons and Guilin tutions 


Concerniah things indifferent; TY and 
the Obedience thereto e W 


1 
. 


1 Corinth. 14. 42 ; 
Let all oi be done honeſtly and by A. Bug 
„Se hearty deſire and prayer is to Almighty The intended 


a God the Father of mercy, that he would ſcope of this 
E ſo bleſs the Miniſtry of che Church of man. 
= England, that we all. being linked in love ira 
4 as it were with chains of adamant, might | 
A with one heart and one hand, xeligiouſiy 
; 17 build the Temple of the Lord, reverently 

PAN perform holy obedience to God and the 
Fence ne Toes our ſelves unſpotted and unſtained of 
— preſent world, and faithfully feed the flock of 1 2 — 
that depends upon us. The comfortable accompliſhme heed le 27 | 
of, whoſever ſhall maliciouſly hinder, let —4 take 3 
fearful curſe from the God of Faceb come like water ben oy W eee 


1 


: - | The Coberence. 


bowels, and like oil into his bones; but whoſoever ſhall pr 
for the peace of Jeruſalem, peace be upon him, and mercy, and 
upon the Iſrael of God. The furtherance of which bleſlingsy 
the glory of Chriſt and the good of the Church (men and hte. 
thren beloved in the Lord) is the mark I aim ar, and the ſcope 
I intend, that we all like obedient children, may keep the uri 
of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 
The diviſion. 2. Now this preſent 2 by Gods gracious aſſiſtance ſ;! 
be divided into two generall parts: The firſt an Explication; 
The ſecond an Application; a brief Application of the Text, and 
a more ample Application of the Text to the preſent eſtate of the 
Church of England, of which two points in order, beleechingthe 
* all grqce and peace to grant V a Hheſſing 


Who ſpoke theſe Þ And firſt who ſpake theſe words ? IF is plain that the bo 
words, Apaſtle S. Pan/. And ſeeing the h men of God (as in the old * 
—— int Teftament, ſo doubtleſs in the new) ſpake not by private motion, hs 
calion. but as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt : Therefore we may try- — 


2 Per. 1. 20. 21. ly ſay that the ſpirit uttered theſe words by the mouth of Pu 

Bs ut to whom were-they ſpoken ? unto the Church of God which 

Rom. 15.4. at Corinth, and to chem that are ſanct ned, in Chriſt, Feſus. Nen 

what things ſoever were written before time, were written for ur 

learning. Therefore theſe things concern not the Church of C- 

rintb only, but the Church of England, the Church of Genevs, 

and all the Churches of the Saints. Wherefore he that hath n . 

eare let him hear What the ſpitit ſaith unto the Churches. L 5 

all things be done honeſtly and by order. For the plainer accels 117 

whereunto, let us firſt conſider the coherence with that which Iu 

| went before. The holy Ghoſt in this Chapter intreateth of cer- WM vert 

| d ſꝗ¶in ſpiritual gifts and graces, by many reaſons advancing the WW :... 

ö gift of Prophecie above the gift of Tongues : where by the way, 0 
it muſt be Göſerved, that by prophecy ing is not meant foretelling 

1 Cor. 14.3. things to come, but the word of edification, exhortation, and qui 

' conſolation, that is, the Preaching of the Goſpell. In handling che: 

| of which Argument, it pleaſed the ſpitit to interlace certain Bo 

1 Cor, 14, Points | of -Chyrch-governmerit concerning the publick perfor- i 

paſſim. mance of Prayer, Thankſeivitg, and Prophecying, unfolded in Pl 

= thale thtee branches. Firſt, they which ſpeak publickly in the Mo 

| V. 7. Church, tuft ſpeak in a known tongue, or if they ſpeak with Che 

v. 29, range tongues there muſt be an Interpreter : Secondly, thole 

v. 30, 32. ich prophecy, mnſ# ſpeak two or three, and let the other judge: 

If one fitting by have a revelation, let the former hold his peace, 

and the ſpirit of the Prophets muſt be ſubject to the Prophets. 

Thirdly, thoſe which publickly perform theſe duries muſt be Men, 

and not Women, for women muſt lee pe ſilence in the Church. Now 


K 


4 


s l 4%. the ſpirit having thus as it were * ſprinkled this diſcourſe _ 
Tugrat de ritibus, 9 9 Eccle- 


The words. of the Txt eln l, 3 


t.clefaſtical Orders, praceedeth eavettly to a ſhort but ſharp te- Calne horns 


all Pra - .. . - locum 9 pt 
5 cehenlion of the Coriutbi ans, ho as it is: probably collected. 4. | 
PL and 4 ſo far in love with themſelves, that they wou not. ſuf — 
ns 8: ir own Cuſtomes to be called in queſtion, bur rather went this place, vn. 


ad br; ut wich ſingular arrogancy, to impoſe them upon others, as ver 36. 


(cope though other hurches were bound ro follow. their pattern. Fi- 
unn cally there ſolloweth a general direction concerning all Church 


orders, Nl up in thele words, Let al things be done honeſtly 
and by order. dirt Hoc | % ec; : 
4. The words in the 2 are Term due yudvas Y 197% TIS! The explication 

12», When it is ſaid mira; bow (Let all hingt be done) it of the word. 
is clear that the doing here ſpoken: of, is the ſolemn performance 

of religious offices in the face of the Church. And when it is ſaid. 

mms (all things) without any reſtraint, it is evident that the 

ſpirit riſerh from the former particulars, to a general concluſion, 
comprehending not only Prayer, Thankſgiving, and Prophecy - 

ing, but moreover the miniſtration of the holy Sacraments, con- 

ſecration to holy Orders, and univerſally the publick diſcharge of 

ſuch ſacred and reverent duties: Concerning all which, the. ſpi- 

rit 5 pd that they be done, firſt «vo xy4wr95, that is; as you 

would ſay, after a good faſhion, conſiſting in Time, Place, Appa- 

rel, and other things externally: required for the due and decent 


ice ſhal 
cation; 
xt, and 
of the 
ing the 


e holy 
the old 
Notion, 
y tru- 
Paul. 
phich 

Now 


For gur 


= aaminiſtration. They muſt have an honeſt decencie, and a de- 

th cent honeſtie z they muſt be comely o the eye, and referred . SY 
J + podly end, chat is, the advancement! of (4)-Gods| gloꝶ and the 7 1 ger ro: 31? 
ace i (% edifcation of the Church, mo giving (juſt gecaſion of } (e) ſcandal () 1. Cor. ic. ca 
wich ew or Gentile, or to the Chareh of God; For if theſe ends muſt | 

** be duly reſpected in matters of common life, how much more re- 

- the rerently and religiouſly ſhould they be regarded in the ſolemn 


ſervice of Almighty God 2 And as all things muſt be decent and 
honeſt before God and Men, ſo it is requited in the ſecand place, 
that all things be done according to onder. Which order, re- 
quireth authority with godly. wiſdom in the publick diſpoſer, and 
chearful Obedience with gracious Humility in ſuch as are ſubject 


Way, 
elling 
and 


dling 


. to thoſe publick Conſtitutions. 1 „ ere 15 | 
od 5. So this Text is a Canon of Canons for all ſuch Church- go- The genes al ate | 
| the WJ ernment, and all Eccleſiaſtical Canons | muſt be caſt in this of this Text, 
wit WY Mould: Indeed it is a golden Canon or * Rule Whereby all- regu ff ad 
thode Chriſtian Churches muſt be ruled: an exquiſite rouchſtone where - n ame que 
4:0 © all Ceremonies muſt be tried: the Beam of the Sanctuary avenge 
gate whereupon all Church Orders and Conſtitutions muſt be weighed exigere 8 
hets, and ballanced : And thereſore let us ſearch- a little deeper, into Celvins ibid, 
Ven, BY dis golden mine: For the better underſtanding whereof, it mult. 
Now rs that ſame: things are neceflary,; and ſome things in- 

nr, | 8 1 a oy 8 7 7 „ 


wich #14 1978: 11 52 
ccle- B 2 6, Neceſſary 


— — —— — 


4 
The firſt obſer- 
vation, 


gener directions, not preciſely defined by particular determina. 


Keb. 9, 10, 


ſo far as it is commanded is neceſſary to be dane, for the not 


Of things neceſſary and indifferent. 

6. Neceſſarie I call that which the eternal God hath in his word 
preciſely and determinatel commanded or forbiden, either ex. 
prefly or by infallible conſequence. Indifferent, which the Lord 
hath not ſo commanded nor forbidden, but is contained in the ho- 
ly Scripture , rather potentially than actually, comprehended in 


tions. Whatſoever God hath in his Word preciſely commanded, 


doing of it is a finne. Whatſoever God hath forbidden, ſo long 
as it is forbidden, is neceſſary to be left undone, for the very 
doing of it is a finne. Whatſoever is neither commanded nor for- 
bidden, that (whether it concern Church or Common- wealth 
is left ro the Lords Vicegerents upon earth, who according to the 
exigence of the State, may by their diſcretion command it to be 
done, or to be left undone, and both without finne. In the holy 


Scripture ſome things were commanded for a ſeaſon, as the Sa- ure 


crifiees of the Law: forbidding for a ſeaſon, as the Meats men. 4% 
rioned in the xi. of Levitieus : Indifferenc for a ſeaſon , as the Jewi 
place of erecting Altars before che Fabrick of the Tabernacle, nnd! 
Some things were everlaſtingly commanded, as to fear God, ard the 
to keep his Commandements: Everlaſtingly forbidden, as all ine 
ſinne and wickedneſs : 8 left indifferent , whereof Neve 
many Examples might be given, in Meat, Drink, Apparel, and raff 
matters of ſuch outward condition and quality. For ſome things rerla; 


are correſpondent to the Law written in our heart, that is, the conſe 


Levit, LL; 7. 


ginall eftate, and became indifferent, as in natute ſo in uſe. Like- 
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Law of humane nature, which conſidered in the original beauty 
and brightneſs, is the ſame in ſubſtance with the Law Moral, 
and theſe are in their own nature good and everlaſtingly to be 
embraced : ſome things are repugnant to it, and theſe are in their 
owne nature evill, and everlaſtingly to be abhorred. Some things 
the ſacred Law of our nature hath left arbitrary, and theſe are 
in themſelves and of their own nature indifferent, But it muſt 
be nored that ſuch a, ho the Law of Nature hath left indif- 
ferent, may notwithſtanding become neceſſary by the force and 
vertue of ſome other Commandement divine; as for example: 
The eating of Swines fleſh is a thing in the own nature 55 
rent : yet there was a neceſſity laid upon the Jews to forbcar 
it, becauſe it was forbidden by the Low ceremonial, which 
Law ceafing, that neceffiry ceaſed, and fo it returned to the ori- 


wiſe, todrink wine, or to abſtain from it, is a thing in nature in- 
different, but being ſanctifyed by the Lord 1 to a ſacramentall 
uſe, ir is not in the power of man to cancell or diſanull the holy 
Inſtirution of that heavenly Lawgiver. And here it muſt be con- 


fdered, that there are ſome comely Rites and decent Orders where 


7 


6 Of things neceſſary and indifferent, 


and to miniſter the holy Sacraments, is the everlaſting Ordinate 

of Jeſus Chriſt. Notwithſtanding in every one of theſe branchez 

there is ſomewhat indifferent. Thar there ſhall be a Miniſtry : 

+ x cor 9. 16. a thing neceſſary, and it is f neceſſary that they feed the flock 
of Tels Chriſt : Bur whether they ſhall execute their publick 

function in a white Garment, or a black, God hath neither com- 

manded-nor forbidden, he hath left it as a thing indifferent. Like. 

wiſe, to baptiſe, is the ou tuall Commandment of Jeſus Chriſt: 

but whether the water ſhall be in a Font, or a Baſon, whether 10 

be applied by dipping or ſprinkling once or thrice, God hath nei. 

ther commanded, nor forbidden, he hath left ir as a thing indif 

| ferent, In like manner the celebration of the Lords Supper is 

thing commanded : but whether the bread ſhall be leavened ot 

| unleavened, whether it ſhall be baked in a loafe, or in a cake 
| | | round or ſquare, God hath neither commanded nor forbidden, he 
hath left it as a thing indifferent. So in the ſecond courſe of thi 
' | „Match. 26, Celeſtial Banquet * the Cup is neceſſary, the Popiſh witholding 
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hall 


27,29- __  Whereof is the violating of God's holy Ordinance, but as M. c 
| | T Cal. Iaſt. 4. win faith, F Rubrum an album nihil refert, that is, the kind or c pain, 
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7.2. Ilour of the wine, be it red or white, is not materiall to the beim 
of the Sacrament. Again, wine being liquid, muſt needs be i 

a Cup, or Veſſel: but whether this Cup thall be gold or filyer 

wood or ftone, God hath neither commanded nor forbidden, he 

hath left it as a thing indifferent. Wherefore it is a clear cals 
. that ſome things are neceſſary, ſome things indifferent. Thing 
b neceſſary, are the weightier matters of the Law : things indiff 
rent may be well compared to Mint and Commin. Things nece 
| _ - ſary are regiſtred in the Tables of the Almighty, that is, in thi 
volumes of holy Scriprure, (for whatſoever is neceſſary for m 
either to believe, or to do, or to leave undone, that I may plealt 
God in this life, and inherit glory in the life to come: All tha 
is richly contained in holy Scripture, either directly, or by invi 
5 cible conſequence:) but things indifferent are there rather in a 
| *rGal. 1. 8 unlimited generality than in any diſtin and particular manne 


| | gag = Finally things neceſſary God hath reſerved ro himſelf, no Men, red) 
| T. C. vide Angels have Anthority to alter them: But things indifferent be cat 
| on * ing of a | variable nature, are referred to the + diſcretion of ode 
. 1 *- Church, as may appear by the words of my Text. Wherein t alt 
g t Hee indiſer-· ſpirit ſpeaking to the Churches, willeth all things to be done aN be 


ria ſant & eccle- ter a good manner: not defining what manner, but referring all C 


N the diſcretion of the Church, ſo things be ordered in an hone 
43. dgnd decent manner. F hs | 

The ſecond 7. Secondly, when the ſpirit faith unto the Churches, Let 4 
obſerration. hinge be done decently, it may be demanded, who ſhall be the judy 


of decency * To me it ſeemeth an honeſt and decent Ceremony 
| 0 


e com; 
ties n 
nd ſun 
lace :; 

Rererri 


Cantions in making of Canons. 
n miniſtring the Word and Sacraments :- nor the inferior Mini- 
er to ulurp that which belongeth to the Biſhop, bur every man 
muſt keep his own rank, and therein proceed « ro 
der. And that no marvell, ſeeing the whole Fabrick of the 
World. both the celeſtial Orbs and the Globe of Elements are 
ramed and upholden by order. The fixed ſtarres in their moti- 


idolz. 
$ Ma- 
Scrip⸗ 
: then 

meri- 


to jus and revolutions, keep a moſt firm and fixed order. The 
e glom aners, though compared with the fixed, they may ſeem to 
, then ander, yer in truth they obſerve a moſt certain and never 
b, bu vaadring order. The Day in opening and cloſing, the Moon in 


mean xing and waining, the Sea in ebbing and flowing, have their 

) edi f@ccerchangeable courſe, wherein they continue an unchangeable - 

: ſoulirder. The Stork, Swallow, Turtle, and“ Crane, know. their ap- * Jer. L. 4 ; 
com ned time, f and the Cranes do allo flie in order, The + Graf- op an — 
t uſer her have mo King, yet goe they forth all. by bands. The Bees ſecundo. 


Yerend 


re little creatures, yet they are great obſervers of order, & f Fro. 30, 27, 


ring rongſt Men in peace nothing can flouriſh, in warres nothing can 
erlonsW&roſper without order. Order proceedeth from the throne of the 

om mighty, it is the beauty of Nature, the ornament of Art, 

end de harmony of the World. Nom ſpal all things be in order, and 

{s o Church of God onely without order? God forbid. The Church 

= Garden incloſed, and a Garden muſt be in order. The 1 Cant. 4. 12: 
elodi 


ſo thi 
the 
admo 
nor ed 
ath re 
thing 


zith banners, and an Army ſhould be marſhalled in order. * 
herefore in rhe Church of God, Let all things be done honeſtly 
md by order.. 8 IS | 


hurch, muſt reſpectively obſerve the ſame : For otherwiſe how 


I all things be done honeſtly and according to order? There- 
where as the enacting of good Laws, ſo the obſervation of them © _ 
for NG: * necefſary. Bur ſome will demand, what degree of neceſſi- Tome ſor 
|. Ye) is required, whether humane Laws do fo, bind the conſci- u neceſs- 


n MI 


nee, that rhe not obſerving of them be a finne ? whereto ir ;,p,; 
re an 


edo the conſciences of Men, and f fin is the tranſgreſſion of the 4 Lehn 3 1 
abli 2, chat is, of Law Divine: Notwithſtanding, when Gods law * Jen 8.8. 19 
do intwined with mans Law, that mans Law, cannot be broken ys 
ola ithout the violation of Gods Law, then the breach of mans Law 


not without fin. Therefore if an Ecclefiaſtical Canon be 
lawful Authority, according to the general rules of Scriprure, - 
ontaining in it nothing repugnant to Scripture, nothing contra- 18 
to faith or good manners, chen that Law is approved in the 


4 


N 1 BY : - * 8 8 ” f 38 THR may, | . 
gx of che Almighty : And keimen to + Calvim'ang; gige ears yn oþ 


Houſe of God, and Gods Houſe ſhould be in order; an + Army r! — 15. 


9. Fourthly, we may obſerve, that as Church-governours The Furch'Ob-" 
ay make Church Laws, ſo all that live in the boſom of that 


ria de probis & 


nay be anſwered, that (to ſpeak properly) God only reigneth Catv. if. 4. car. 


nade of a matter lawful, in a lawful-manner, to a lawful end, by * © 


1 * ? 
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ep. 24. 


tuta. 
Auguſt. de Civ. D. 


—— Obſervation of good Laws neceſſary, 


rire (eccleſioſfti» ed Divines, not meerly Humane, but in ſome ſort Divine, Ard 
% non eſe ba" in the judgment of Bea doth fo far bird the conſcience, ther 


= rey no man can wilfully tranſgreſſe it without ſinne. And although 


2 the things we ſpeake of be indifferent, yet being lauſu ly commanded, 


u n ehe obſervation of them is not a thing indifferent, but neceſſai 
dat. Cage becauſe the Lord bath ſaid, * 2 1 * be ſubjeR to th 
approbationcm ha- Higher power, And though the omiſſion of a Ceremonie, be in i 
— op io ph ef 4 fal matter, yet to do it with reſiſtance of Authority, ; 
1c. 14 Cm. 10 ſmall matter, for Whoſdever reſiſteth power, reſſſtecb the or4j. 
4. to. 37% nance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves coy. 
4 leis g. denmation : And therefore we muſt be ſubject for conſcience ſale, 
* * Bur here peradventure it will be demanded, how. this doth 
* Rom, 13.7, ſtand with Chriſtian liberty ? for anſwer whereof, may it pleaſe 
them to know that Chriſtian liberty conſiſteth not in breaking of 
wholeſome Laws, (God forbid) that were fantaſticall and Ana- 
baptiſticall: Bur (to touch it ſo far as concerns our preſent 
purpoſe) in theſe branches following. Firſt we are not tied to 
this or that Pattern, but being within our ſelves a Church, not 
depending upon any other: Our Church- governors have liberty. 
to eſtabliſh whatſoever (being in ir ſelf indifferent) ſhall to their 
wiſedom ſeem moſt expedient; always rg es all things: 
be done honeſtly and in order. Secondly , this is our liberty, 
that things indifferent being eſtabliſhed, we retain them not as 2 
part of divine worſhip, not as meritorious or ſatisfactory, not 
7 Treatiſe of Ce- as neceſſary to juſtificarion or ſalvation, but only 1 for 4% 


 remonics. and orders ſake. Thirdly, if there ſhall happen any contempt « 


' © srreverence, they may be altred and changed, by lawſull Authori- 
+ A for unifor- rity, which may likewiſe + ordain and publiſh. ſuch further Cere- 
gy monies or Rites as may be moſt for the advancement of Gods glory; 
* Where it is de- and therefore they are not eſtabliſhed as perpetual, but ſo long 


Kiture ofa com- ag in the eye of publick judgement they ſhall ſeem. convenient 


ir | | - 

drehe and profitable for the Church of Chriſt. But ſome peradven. 

by de do ture Wil reply and ſay: If things indifferent be ſuch, as God 

refrain that H. hath not commanded, why then ſhould the Church * preſume 
gh to impoſe them 11 us, and ſo abridge our liberty which God 

? Tanſwer, that it is no- preſumption at all, 

but the lawful uſe of lawful Authority: For things are either 
3 i gon commanded of the Lord, or forbidden, or left indifferent. That 
puranda inigua which God hath certainly commanded, man may nor forbid: 
dominum conſti- that which God hath certainly forbidden, man may not com- 
mand or impoſe by any Law. For that in the judge ment of 8. 
in deleryeth not the name of a Law which 1njoins things 

uſtum digum unlawfull. Again, if authority command the ſame thing which 
r. God commandeth, or forbid that which be hath forbidden, thi 
a. u not the enacting of a new Law, but a dutiful declaration 7 
. . . U 


” 


and ftandeth with Chyiſtian Liberty. 11 
. Ard ue execution of Gods Law. But thoſe things which God hath 
e, thr i deicher commanded nor forbidden, he hath leſt to be diſpoſed 
(though by the Law of Man. In which caſe rhe Soveraign may com- 
anded, mand his Subject, and the Church her Children; and it is the 
eſſa dury of "the inferiout therein to be obedient. He that denieth 
to the this, rakerh away the Sun our of the world, diſſolveth univet- 
in it ahh the Fabrick of Government, overthroweth Families, Corpo- 
ity, nations, Churches, and Kingdoms, and wrappeth all things in the 


* ordi. Wi diſmal darkneſs of Anarchy and confuſion. And though this be 
cn. n ſome fort the abridging of thy liberty, yet it is for the common 
ſale, ood, and according to the rules of equitie, and the Prince or 
doch Church in ſo commanding thee, doth no further abridge thy li- 
pleaſe derty then God doth allow them to abridge it. 
ing of ro. Laſtly, when it is aid unto the Churches, Let af things be The fifth Obfee- 
Ana- done, it is. ain that this duty is laid upon rhe Church to pro- , 
reſent vide that theſe things be effectually done; and conſequently, 
d unt God which gave her this charge, bark armed ber with ad- 
not thority. She may cenſure diſobedient chifdten: God hath given 
berry. o his Church in all ages, not only 4 Yttle for direction, bur 4 rd 
their F correction: 5 the r — of all learned men, as ap- 
ings i pears by the — ice of the whole Chriſtian world. And thus 
ety, nuch of che Explication, and ſo I come to the 8 | „„ 
as a 11. Hirherro'you have ſeen the ballante of the Sanctuary: The Application, 
not Now it remaineth that the Canons and Conſtitutions of our own 
line . Church be weighed and examined in chis Ballance. Wherein, 
r Or though J acknowledge that Laws ſoleminly eftabliſhed do rather 
oe require obediente then diſpuration : yer becauſe the Law under 
ere. which we live, are ſuch (God be thanked). as nee not to ſhun 
ory, e light : and foraſmuch' as many (orhetwile Vifreois and well 


zent WW = the Church'of Chriſt) 'while they have travelled in weightier _ © 
. ances, have miſtaken forms things of kfler moment: ere. 
30d fore give me leave in rhe Tpirir of meekneſs ro inſtruct them chat 


diſpoſed mindes, and ſotmie of them very learned and aBorious 


are contrary minded, which I do not to call the preſent Laws in 
queſtion, I have no ſuck meaning, but to ba and fertle the un 


all, reſolved conſcienice, char we may all perform chearful obedi- 
her ence ro God and rhe Prince. And if am man think that this diſ- 
16 courſe were more feaſonable in an Aﬀembly of Minifters, let them 
We confider ; Firſt, that this famous Auditory is filrnithed with a 
8 prear number of the Miniſtry: Secondly, that this is the place 

N of juriſdiction: Thitdly, chat the handling of theſe points is ye- 
10 ry ptofirable for the people; for the true knowledge of the Autho- 
1 firy of the Prince in thihgs indifferent, is che very foundation of 

, Chriſtian obedience. And thongh 1 know that the handling of 
, theſe points is very ſubjectro 8 yer for my brethrens _ 

| | 2 
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Proceeding in making of Canons, 
of the Miniftry, my heart is turned. within me. and my bows), d en 
of — are rowled together, and therefore I am reſolyed ert Þ 
to wade through honour and diſhonour, good report and bad te. Aare 
port, for the works ſake which Lcovet to perform. Now the Ki 
Application by Gods grace ſtall be divided into three general par, I 
Firſt, a Declaration, that in the Church of England the principal 
2 (for the time will not fuffer me to ſpeak of) Are eſtaz. V. a 

liſhed, honeſtly and in order. Secondly, a Confuration of certan t in] 
general Exceptions to the contrary. Thirdly, an. Exhortatian ing i 
to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. And to 
begin with the Declaration; let us firſt declare the Order which 
our Church uſeth in making of Church Orders. 
12. By the ancient Laws of this Realm, this Kingdom af our! 


Dir Edw. Coke ENGL. AN D 5s an abſolute Empire and * Monarchy, conſiſting e We 


r of one Head, which is the King, and of a Body politick, which % 
+ Body politick the Law divideth into two general parts, the C- Init 
17 and. the Laity. Now the King of England being an ablo cam 
| late Soveraign, and conſequently by the Law of God ſupreme z 

Governour over all perſons and cauſes Ecclefiaſtical and Tempe 
rall, within his own Dominions, may by the ancient Prerogativeii' ber 


+ bid, and Laws of England, make an Eccleſiaſtical |. Commiſſion, by ag 
3 At for Uni - adviſe whereof, or of the + Metropolitane, he may according te 


forwity. his Princely wiſdom, ordain and. publiſ ſuch, Ceremonies, e t 
Rites, as ſhall. be moſt far. the. aduancement of Gods glory, the edi ay 0 
fication of his Church, and the due reverence of Chriſts boly Mf int 
ries. and Sacraments. And it is further enacted by Authority of 


Anno 25. H. 8. Parliament, that the Convocation ſhall be aſſembled always by ft 


vertue of the Kings Mit, and that their Canons ſhall nor be pu depre 
in execution, unleſs they be approved by Royal aſſent. Accot- 
ding to which Statute or Act of Parliament, it pleaſed our graci- 


0 ) ( 


tIn the ratifics- Ous f Soveraign to. direct his Writ to the maſt reverend Fa. ubli 
— the C. ther in God, the late L. Archbiſhop of Canterbury his Grace, by © 
Es vertue whereof the Biſhops and others of bis Province were ſum '+ ( 
moned-: and becauſe particular Churches ſhould not be left de- red, 1 

ſtitute, the Miniſters of every Dioceſs had liberty to chooſe tuo 

Clerks out of their own Body by common conſent to repreſent bo 

0711 


the reſt. Theſe aſſembling at the place and time appointed, by 
vertue of other his Ma jeſties Writs directed to the right Reve- ur . 
rend. Father in God, the L. Biſhop of London then being; die- fle c 

ly authorized Preſident of the Convocation, proceeded to conſultati- 

on, and after long deliberation, ſer down their Concluſions, 
which being the Conſtitutions of the ſacred Synod, and the ſame 
preſented to the King, ratified by his Royal aſſent, confirmed 

y W * Letters Patents, under the great Seal of Ex- * 
Lund, and by his ſoveraigu authority publiſhed , commanded fuers 

| | an 


Superiority of Biſhops." 
"denjoined to be diligently obſerved, executed, and e ally 
pt ball the Subjects of 41 Kin om, have a Tx Keg . 
dare in the nature of a Law, and therefore may be juſtly calle 
e Kings Ecclefiaſtical Laws, in making whereof the Church of 
gland without all controverſy proceedeth honeſtly and in order. 
13. But to come to particulars, let us firſt. conſider our Mini- 
3, and then our Miniſtration. The Miniſters. of England are 
in popular parity, but our Biſhops are advanced above the reſt, 
ing indued with power of giving orders, and the exerciſe: of 
cleſiaſtical Juriſdiction * and that according to the pureſt and | 
poſtolical times. * Timothy and. 4; Titus ordained. Presbyters, * c Tim: 5; 22. 
rr is, Miniſters, of the Goſpel, Town by Town. and theſe anſwer f Tiws 1.5, 
our Paſtors. of partieular Churches, .whoſe dury is, ro miniſter 
e Word and Sacraments, . Timothy himſelf had the overſight of | 
Epbeſus, I Titus of Creete, not only of the Flocks, but of the * 1 Tim. 1. ;;- 
nitters alſo: and had authority, both to miniſter the Word and 1 Titus 1s. 
craments, Which waz. common to them with- all other inferior 
rebyrers, and likewiſe to exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical? Juriſdiction, * 1 Tim. g. 16. 
b # impoſion of hang to conſecrate to Holy, aces For, + 1 Tim. 5. 22. 


better execution ot which duties, it hath ple riſian s 
ngs in all ages, out of their princely favours, to grace and counnt. 
ance Biſhops, and by 12 ws, Examples, and Bounties, to 

ale them agceptahle unto the people, well conſidering. that the 

V of the authority of Eccle aaa e e want. of 

elling to them. reverence, honour and fear, is the cauſe of all 

il, as * Chryſoſtame well noted, ſaying, ;: BY that honoureth the * Homil. 2. in 
If doth alſo honour God: and he ther % eth the Prieſt, cometh Eb. 2. ad Timoth. 
| deprees to this at laſt, that he waxeth contumelious againſt G, 

ſelf, And as theſe glorious Stars and Angels are to be hono- | 
x, 0 again they muſt remember the ſaying of Ambroſe 5 K Mag» + mb. de digni- - 
/ibli1ras,magnam debet habere- gautelam, Honor grandss gran tete ſacerda. 

i debet ſolicitudine eircumzallare. ou on 

14. Concerning inferiour Miniſters, che firſt point to bè pon- 

red, is their Ordination: For which purpoſe the place is fa- 

ſly known, being either the Cathedral Church, or the Pariſh , Cin. 21. 
lurch where the Biſhop reſideth. The time, * Fejunia at eur * ibidem.- 
forum, commonly called Ember weeks, which: by the wiſdom 

aur Church, are conſecrated to a moſt excellent uſe, that all the 

le of the land ſhould faſt and pray, that the Lord would bleſs 

Church with learned Miniſters, and ſend forth worthy La- 
wers into his Harveſt. This is apparent by our Canons and 
aſtirutions, and ſurely iris an honeſt, à decent, a holy and hea- 

lly Preparation JCCCCCC ce Bed 


Try BOTS ERIE TEST LANDON YUSOR- 
j. After the Preparation, followeth W both of. 


vers and learning; for the firſt, che per 


* 


p deſirous do entet 
; this 


DD „„ EETTSID — 
my 2 Þ 


An. 34+ 


rael thy Law. Bur (beloved ia the Lord) ir 


pag. 40. vide 


Arch. pag. 140. 


Aud Bbod'Been left rler car r 


riouſſy known, that many Church Livings have been ſo pared 


a which preur 


This bad been rude and barbarous, and the high way either tba 
Atheiſm, or to Paganiſii, Should one man have had five Ben 
ces? Thar were contrary to his own tinciples, for ſo each h. 
riſh ſhould have had but the fifth part of a Preacher. Should ther 


Of is trarned' Miniſtry,” © 
this holy cafliog, mult exhibit Letters e Teſtimonial undder t. 

foe Colle's whe he before remained, vr of three fs 
grave Miniſters, wirh the fubſeription of other credible perſon 
who have known his life ard behaviour, by the ſpace of three 
next beſbte: ſo careful is dur Church that this mould 1 

perfe med honeſtly anck in order. C117 2 S009 07 207 
16. Concerning rheir Leatning, our deffte is, that in every ne 
riſh the Word of God might abound Hce Euphrares, and as 2 
fu; in On w_ that . migbe e © 
ine as th and overflow as Gro in rime of Vintage: plan 
O Lord) de biſeech che, if ic be thy plecfve, bn ever Pal 
learned Miniſter: O Lord let thy Tm and Thumm be wine 
thy holy ones, thar they may teach Jacob thy Fildgiments, and Mi 
| 10 r is one rhing to ſpeai ick 
of theſe 9 5 ſpeculation, and anorher when we come to pt | 
criſe: A Carpettermiy'contrive in his head a moſt exact and uod 
rious Building; but when he cottes to the poiur he can make 


no bert _ OT il Tuffer:” The Defender of the ale 


© thirty years ago, ayouched that 7 2000 [officer 
| 7 ol feed Biioenth, were hard to be 1 2 jent! 
thy church. Admit this were true, and ſeeing there be in Hi 
land about roooo Parilties, fuppoſe that liberty had been pratite 
to this great Reformer, tu bave reduced the” Church of EE,i ur 
to his itnagined platform, what wodl@ he have done ? ſhould 206i 
Pariſties have been ffirniſned erery one with à fufffcferit Preacke 


of teading Divine Service? Should they have had none, none a 
all, either ro miniſter the Communion;or tobaprife cheit Chuldrer ewa 


have been a general diffolarion of Patiſnes, aud five reduced n 
one? Alas that had beef a woful and lamentable Reformatio 


What then remaineth hut only that which the Church of Eg N 


apptoveth, that is, to be ſparing in the former points, and toad 
mit ſome into the Miniſtry of meaner, though dees Lbure 
cy, till it pleaſe God that our famous Univerſities, which beit 
already furniſhed many, may by Gods Grace ſend out their cry 
ſtal ſtreams to water rhe reſt of the land. And ſurely it were i 
be wiſhed, that ſome greater Encouragement were given to lea 

ed men, by encreaſing their maintenance: For alas, it is note 


equir 
Inderſ 
full! 
the quick, that" now they are hardly. able to yield vital nouril i Ok . 
mer, fo farply have they been launced, and loſt theit beſt de 


De Duty of Patrons: 


r the Kt God be bleed, vcho hath put into the” heatt of his 45 

** holy Endeavour to cure th ies 1 

> perſons — of Mercy gi give a Bleffing unto it, and the Io t that. 

he Nobility and Gentry of this Land may follow his Royal Ex- 

mple, and that every ane in his degree may. ſ ſer — . and 

and to the further building ot the Lord's Temple the meab 
Palin: 1 muſt needs ſay, that there are not a few in * Ui erſirtes, 

e, learned, and virrugus, which might be employ d road, 

el mighiþur only that ſundry Patrons prefer à golden Purſe before a gol- 

e : plane Wir. Wherein T would to God char fuck as are endued 81 1 1 

Pari elt of preſenting to Spiritual Promotions, would conſider hat an 

prourable Office is committed unto them, and what excellent 

and ride they. may perform to the Church of Cod; and let them 

to fei ichal call to mind, what a fearful account fuck” ſhall one day 
le., as ceaſe not to prefer their private Gain before the blick 

and e ood, but ſuffer Souls to periſh thro their negligent Default, or 

make jmoniacal Sin. Two Reaſons ma ie be rendre oy 1 

the J x the Fc, Ay. malhrajn ing the: Miniſter 3 in N reg = 


uſſcien bereo 


$ „ „ -% 


d 200% ed mag i age and d'as they have 4 der denen # 8298 
rache fo diſcharge you a good Conlclence, ind be fait S 
ache. And you ich g s the ſame Digpiry, ths" tor 1 'Pyeal . 
one I eccent, yer by other Jawful Intereſt, it 18 * ar tõ be < 
1dren ewards, and warily to diſcharge this Chriſtian 
ther off that Truſt which the Church of Chriſt has 7 8 Pricg = 
„Learning ſhall be nouriſbed, Virtue aquancet, Rei i yon? 

lh, and our two famous Univerſities ſhall'be "exalie? e rhe Ceo 
e in L3banus, and as the Cypreſs Trees vf ee 5 2 
1 2 Tbey ſhall be fair as the Olive e tet as the - 
dle: They ſhall be fruitful as the Vine, Ind! like the Terebinth 
all ſtrerch forth their Branches to the Glory of God, and confo= - | 
won of his Children. But to return to rhe preſent ftare of « ours dee 11 751825 
i Tbarch, it cannot be denied, hut that God hach bled chis lad * 1 1 

ith a great number of learned Men above other Naticys;? Fee. 15 5 : 
eing the number of Pariſhes is exceeding great, we are o 22 
re in d to tolerate ſome of meaner ſufficiency. And yerthe f Law +Can. 45 | 


9 


62 inch that every one to be admitted i neo * Fa 18, „ mould? 

noo critand the Articles of Religion, not 4 1 — 2 

ed ay et down in the Creed,” but Fir os: 1 are: e 155 up. = 

li ook of Articles, neither unde rſtand 955 only, b 4010 14 9 La. 
oul prove them ſufficient! ly out of the up Aach e 


99 


. — ft BO ">. ee 
* 


à We agree of a 


n the Church. dience 


clared the ſpirit ſhould move 4 Man, yer the Defender of the Admon 


16 Ai ln Unpreaching Miniſters, 
lifo only but in Latin, alſo. If it be objected, that there h 
been fundry conſecrated hich 5 not, thus qualified: 1 8 
feſs it may be true, and it is a juſt cauſe of Tamentation: þ, 
yet (beloved) this is not the fault of the Law, but of ſuch x 
tranſgreſs the Law. Now I ſpeak in defence of the Laws unde 
which I live : If any whoſoever ſhall tranſgreſs the Laws |; 
him anſwer far himſelf, or bear his own burthen : Thar whi 
is of God I would willingly defend, but I am no Patron of a 
mans.Iniquiry : I will conclude this Point with the charge M 
Tim. 5. 21. Faul giveth to Timothy, and in him to all other Biſhops : * 7 :f 
fie before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the ele& Angeli, thy ing! 
- thou obſerve theſe things 'without haſtineſs of Fudgment, and d in: 
thing after. Partiality. Lay hands ſuddenly-on no Man, neither | 
partaker of other. Mens Sins, 

17. And here let me adviſe rhoſe Miniſters which are © Fri 
Preachers, that they ſpend not their time idlely, but endeavouik: |: 
by all means to grow in Wiſdom and Grace, leaſt they be a di Ade 
grape to chat holy Calling. For there is no doubt but being ame 

their entrance qualified, as the Law N If they ſhall mn 
what they Ko TEE 14 "they, ſhall-delight to read the Bible pi 
»uately, if they ſhall. joyn in ſome ſhort and eaſie 'Commentan ili 
if they ſhall inform their judgments by introductions and inſtiu gut 
tions of "Chriſtian Religion: If they ſhall be willing to learn erab 
ſuch ag can reach them, 2nd to reach ſuch as ought to learn d 
them, if they ſhall be diligent in Carechiſing, 1 they hall de 
liabt in Conference, and meditate upon the Law of God D. 
and Night, and withal, be devour and fervent in Prayer; the 
is no doubt I ſay, but that God may ſo bleſs their grain of M an 
ſtardſeed, that it may grow into a goodly Tree, their ſpar 
that it may become a flame, their drop that it may riſe into 
/ wer, and overflow like Nilus with her filver Streams. Ble's (een 
ord, thele gracious. beginnings and holy endeavors, let then in wt 
not be like the morhing Dew that drieth away, but ler then 
grow in Grace, and flouriſty more and more, like the Tree thin ( 
+ Can. 36. planted by the River fide. | 5 that t 
vreſcrips torm of, 18. After the Examination is rendered f Subſcription : Ant 
Prayer to be uſed ſurely to the end that they which ſhould teach other men Ob 
nce, may- be good Subjects themſelves, it is expedient ti 
I. Cee Whig they Cablcribe to the firſt Article, that is, to the Princes Sun 
+ We al dere macy. The ſecond Article conſiſteth of two branches, the Boo 
an uniform order, of Common Prayer, and the Book of Conſecration. Concer 
"pur Gchand in ing the firſt, though the admonition to the Parliament did for 
have before de- Merly fancy a. voluntary and extemporal Form of Prayer, 


T. C. See Whitg, 08, Lk eren OL i dri and * 214 
ang. 795, = don agrecth With us, rial there fuld be a f preſeript and f 


„ 


ere hn Order, the obſervation of which Uniformi both in Prayer 


1 cod Ceremony was long ago commended by * Calvin to the Duke Sed ad fo< 
on: due gomerſet, and therefore we are agreed upon this gneraliey IT 
ſuch Mar to come to particulars ; there was ſer out a Book of Common jp. Kage 1 

vs unde Prayer, in the beginning of King Edward's Reign, which Alexan- vt certa ila e 
aws, E, Al eius, a learned Man of Scotland, tranſſated into Latin, as . , 
at Whi angular Comfort for the whole Chriſtian World in thoſe dan- 2 n 

n of a erous days, and this ſeemeth to be the ſame upon which Martin lice. 

arge cer gave his learned Cenſure. In the fifth and fixth Year of ©: 54 wn] 
'Treſ Edward, the former Book was reformed and brought to ſuch * . E 
els, t ngular perfection, that Archbithop Cranmer offered in Q. Mary's * 
d ds me, ſo he might be aſſiſted by a few more learned Men, to de- 


either! 


2nd it againſt all Comers. And profound Ridley affirmed that the 
pole Divine Service was formed and faſhioned to the true vein of 


are ern: And Dr. Tailour avouched; that there was ſer out by 
deayo K. Edward, the whole Church Service, with great Deliberation, and 
Ye 2 di Alice of the beſt learned of the Realm, authorized by the whole Par- 
eing mene, fully perfected according to the Rules of Chriſtian Religion 
il ni» very behalf, that no Chriſtian Conſcience can be any way offended 
ible ri b any thing therein contained. Yea, Calvin himſelf, though he 
nentarWniſliked ſome things in our Liturgy, yet termed them tolerable : 


inſtit 
learn e 
earn 0 


But I perſuade my ſelf, that Calvin would not call any thing to- f ca. Ep, co. 
enable which he judged impious, and therefore I ſuppoſe that in his igt sls dl. 
judgment there was no Impiery ar all: And yet ſome in our Church /@iteris- m, 


all dave refuſed Subſcription even in regard of thoſe things which oe vide talere-- 
xd Da tin thought tolerable; But to come to the Form of Common # mans. = 
; ther Prayer, as it was eſtabliſhed by Q. Elizabeth: O what Bleflings | 

of Ma an the Lord vouchſafed the People of this Land, by means of 


ſpar] 


into 


that Book How many millions of Souls have received comfort 
by it? How many thouſands of learned Men have commended and 


Ble's q (elended it 2 You ſhall hear one for all, even that judicious Fewel, Jul. Apol. wa 
t cir whoſe Opinion it containeth nothing either diſagreeing from ho- I 176. 
: - h Scripture, or misbeſeeming ſober Men. And yet it hath: pleaſed Proct. Regis po 


dur Gracious Sovereign, chat ſome things ſhould be explained, vniforminre. 4. 
that the Publick, Form of Prayer | might be free not only from Blame lic. 5. Mare 
but from Suſpicion': Wherefore our Venerable Convocation,” con- 
ſdering how this Book hath been allow'd/by ſuch a world of Wit- 
neſſes, and publiſhed by the Sovereign Authority of moſt learned 
and religious Princes, and being perſwaded that ir containeth no- 
thing but that which may be tolerated with a good Comſcience; 
ad pondering how this Church bath been troubled with turbu-x 
lent Spirits, and withal hoping that Subſcription migia be a means 
to preſerve the Peace of the Church, how could they do ſeſs, than 
commend the Uſe of this Book, and bind all that hereaſter ſhall be 
admitted either to the Miniſtry, or 75 any Eceleſiaſtical Promotio m, 
| by 


: An 
n Obe 
nt tha 
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e Boo 
oncerin 
id for 
er, 
Amom 
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18 Prevention of Symony and Schiſm, 


by theit ſeveral Subſcriptiohs to approve the ſame ? Morcoret 


| © becauſe it were intolerable that they which have defired Cone. Wh? 

cration, and obrain'd it at the hands of our reverend Biſhops, and ſtat 

ae that (as we are conſtantly | hin ml in ſuch form ag is agreeable of | 

itt 8 to the bleſſed Word of God, ſhould ſpeak againſt their own Orders To 

1H r 545, Octob. 22. Or againſt chat hand wherewith they were conſecrated ; therefore fox 

ll. . 2 © it is requiſite that they ſhould ſubſeribe to che fecond Branch, that 1 
1 tam Janud curio- 


"I le datein. Rar is, the Book of Conſecration. And to the end that they which 
j! autem expedia ad publickly inſtruct others, ſhould be ſeatoned themſelves with true 
it eam rem una eft ſi Religion; and no Gap left open to falſe or curious Doctrines; 


i 8 8 it ĩs moſt fit that they ſubſcribe to the third and laſt, that is, the 


i dtrina ab omnibus Book of the Articles of Religion; and this alſo (th6? in more ſe- 
| 5 recepta, quam in- vere manner) was Calvins Advice to the Duke of Somerſet. In 
iF Moy SI. LY theſe points the Church of England requireth Subſcription,-and 


| eee «4. is therefore ſharply cenſured by her own Children. But they which 


. fervandam, omnes are ſuch Admirers of foreign Churches abroad, let them a little in 


i . eit & paree'® this very point compare the Church of England with that famous 


i" OP _ Church of Geneva, Firſt, rhe Church of - England requireth Sub. 
if mo ad mwnus ec- ſcription of the Miniſters, and not of the common People : Bu 
| e —_— the Church of Geneva urgeth not the Miniſters only, but the * Peo- 
3 ple alſo. Secondly, the Church of Eng land requireth this appro- 
* ſinſam fi: invic= bation, that her Rites are not contrary to the Word of God; but 
i gr noe the Church of Geneva will have her Difcipline received in a more 
= mim endeten aus. high and glorious manner. Thirdly, the Church of England con- 
rendit Calum. at tenteth her (elf only with Subſcription, but the Church of Genera 


Hil coattus p u. js more peremptory, requiring a ſolemn + Oath. | 
0 _ 19. After Subſcription followeth Conſecration, or Impoſit ion of = 
if Chriftianam rel hands, Which in the Church of England is performed with ſuch 


i gienern ac dd words of Wiſdom, and in ſuch manner, as Fleſh and Blood ſhould 


NT paoaet not rake upon them to controu. [7 Lat 
| ſem juraret, Be- 20. And as our Church is careful to make good Miniſters, fo 
1 wn 9 ſhe hath a ſingular regard in placing them. And becauſe many 
„ Tos diſcedere mi- Patrons in placing their Clerks have golden Gifts in more precious 
uiſtrus negue c&vi- account than Gifts of Grace, therefore the Church of England 


5 = TI hath providently appointed an Oath againſt * Symony. And here 


Dominus 20. Julu L beleech all my Brethren of the Miniſtry in the Bowels of Chriſt 
an. 1337. wt pa- Jeſus, to make a Conſcience of this Oath, when they enter their 


2 Livings: For how can they expect that God will bleſs their pro- 
bogus Ge- ceedings, if they ſhall make their beginnings with Symony, ard 
nevenſi in curiſti- colour it over With Perjury 2 3 

5 2 . „ 21. And as our Church is deſirous that Men may enter their Li- 
| — vings with a good Conſcience, fo ile is graciouſly provident that 
rbidem. they may diſcharge their Duty when they are entred: Wherefore 
anon o. the Law provideth for their perſonal f reſidence, and in caſe of 


+ Canon 41, 42, 
eg wg . "= a learned Supply. me 


rr — 
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things may be done 
the Minit 7 200 fo] come to our miniſt ration. x 8 
27. The beginning ot our Church Seryice is wich ſame memo- 


rcy of God 


In 


Sermons. Fomilies. 

22. And fofaſmuch as the Church of God in all ages hath had 
ſome which after good and plauſible beginnings, have notwith- 
ſtanding proved Firebrands of Schiſm, and ſounded the Trumpet 
of Sedition, therefore the Oath of Canonical Obedience is a 
Touchſtone to try their preſent Affections, a Bridle ro curb their 
future Patſions, and a gracious means to preſerve the precious 
peace and Unity of the Church. EN 

22. Moreover, the Meſſengers of Peace ſhould not only be 


peaceable, but alſo! painful in feeding the Flook of Chriſt ; and yer 
Sermons heretofore in ſome places have been very rare and dainty, 
linſomuch that Father Latimer in his time compar'd them to Straw- 
berries, which came but once a Year. Wherefore that inſtead of 
Strawberry Sermons there might be a more plentiful Proviſion in 
the Houſe of God, our Church hath decreed, that if the Miniſters 


Canon 75. 


| "The Church" Service. 

in Chriſt : Then after a holy Exhortation, all of us, "both Min; 
1 - (ter and People, fall down before the Throne of Grace, conſeſ 
| - ing our ſins, with an humble, lowly, penitent and obedient heart 
meekly kneeling upon our knees: Without queſtion (beloved) 
here is a holy and blefſed beginning. Now becauſe that G0 
| which dwelleth in * Eternity, hath reſpect to an humble and en 
| trite ſpirit, and bath * the Miniſter to comfort then 
| which mourn in Sion, therefore in the next place, the Miniſte 
| in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, pronounceth forgiveneſs of ſins tt 
. all that truly repent and unfeignedly believe his holy Goſpe 
| fl This is the Oil of Gladnels, the Balm of Gilead, the Fountain e 
| 

| 

! 

| 


ci 57.15; 
| 


+ Can (. 15, | Grace for the waſhing away of fins : O the fountain of the gar 
dens, the Mell of living water, and the Springs of Lebanon. Aft 
left any Man having the pardon of his fins pronounced, ſhoul 
take occaſion of carnal liberty , therefore our Church doth pre 
ſently apply a Preſervative againſt Preſumption, and a Confer 
vative of all Grace and Godlineſs, even tbat zealous and pier 
; cing Prayer, which the Lord — himſelf hath taught us. Ani 
| F Luke 17. 10. becauſe when we have done all that we can, we are f unprefitabl 
| | -Phil. 3. 13. fervants, and muſt * forget that which is behind, and endeavour u 
ſelves unto that which is before; therefore as though we had je 
done nothing, we beſeech him ro open our lips, that our mout 

may ſbew forth his praiſe. And ſo with prayer to him which 
beſt able to help us, we give glory to the bleſſed Trinity, 
all which What is there, which can be berrered by the wit « 
Man ? Now for as much as the mind of Man in prayer mount 
eth aloft with Eagles wings, piercing the clouds with ardent 2 
ſection, and pouring out her plaints in rhe boſom of the I 
mighty; therefore leſt the vehement attention which is require 
in prayer, ſhould be dulled by long continuance, our Chur 
-uſeth a profitable variety, intermingling the reading of heayen! 
wiſdom; wherein the Soul taſting and ſeeing how good and gr: 
cious the Lord is, feedeth upon him by divine contemplation; an 
ſo returneth to prayer with a greater inflammation. The Plaln 

being a Store-houſe of all godlineſs, wiſdom, and grace, ſo pl: 

7 + 53'S the Simple, ſo profound to the Wiſe, ſo profitable to 2 
ſorts, in all Ages, in all Eſtates, Joy or Grief, ' Proſperity « 
of Adverfity, our Church deſireth to make familiar to all Me 

and therefore we read them over every Month, ſtill interlaci 
the Hymn of Glory to the bleſſed Trinity. Then follow Chaptet 
of the Old and New Teſtament, A with facred Hyma 


| all ina known Language; ſo God is'/glorified, and che People ell wuls 
* As the Books "fied, '' Ir is true that e parts of the ocrypha' we give puh bo! 
rr ik audience in our Church, yet we omit ſome Books there] Aa 


Fra, and read them not at all; and thoſe Books we read, wo read not 1 
| | RO toget 


49 


ro make the moſt charitable and Chi 


Dioceſs, of whom what In 
Church doch teach us, bindi bin 


 Exigelleriay3 | 
in it ſelf of far leſexn 


n the Chutch of Chriſt: For which purpo : 
the Creed of At hanaſius, and elſewhere the Creed of the ©hincll -;-. -. 
af Nice. . Having thus fed our Minds with -heavenly\Methration - 

« the bleſſod Word, and-conteffed our Faith in the holy Trinity, 

e fall a· freſſi to Prayer: We pray fur our Prince, for all the - 

gutes of the Land, for all:God's Children, and that for all Be- 

ugs ſpiritual and tem und we: pray only to God, and oa? 

hin the Meritsof Jeſus Chriſt: And becaàuſe the Life of Mn is 
ubject to a. Sea ot Miſeries, and little: dow know: what Storni . 
my hang over our heads, and ſuddenly ſurpriae either us or an; 

four Brethren 4 there fore that God ix preſent Wrath may be ap- 


apteh | 
z ed, and future Dangers pratiouſly prevented, we hambleonr -- 

E Ser 
pug er e tu qa aloft it hing K* . 
ereo f ſanctified: Aﬀetions, and ro-pictce the: Skies: git weate: with. -- 

ot a 


rs of Devotidn. Atliafte netzime ſpe ax in Prayer, Wen - 


ethe termingle — 


EL _ b 3 
a6 The Church: Cer vice. 
„ 4. termingle again the reading of Goll's holy Word: To beat dow 
Sin, we read God's fiery Law, and fearful Commandments 1e 
ligiouſly beſeeching him to incline our Hearts to keep his Law 
And to enkindle and enereaſe our ſpiritual Joy, we read thoſe com 
fortable and (elected Portions of Scripture called Epiſtles and Gy 
ſpels. Now for the holy Communion, it is ſo religiouſly: penny 
and ſo reverently performed in our Church, as is moſt apt to kin 
dle Devotion, to enflame Faith, to raiſe up the Mind from earth 
ly Cogitations, aud to raviſh the Spirit with heavenly Joy : Pot 
it is repleniſhed with moſt zealous Exhortations, lowly Confeſſi 
ons, piercing Prayers, celeſtial Comforts, angelical lauding an 
* of God : Aud not preſuming to come to the Lords 72 
le, truſting in our oon Rightreouſneſs, but in his manifold a 
a [HE I Os we beſeech him to grant that we may ſo eat N 
Fleſh of his dear Son, and drink his Blood, that our Bodies bein 
cleanſed and our Souls waſhed, we may ever dwell in him, and hy 
in ue. And though we are not worthy of our ſelves, ſo much: 
td gather up rhe Crum bs under his Table; yer after the! rehear 
______ * ſab:of Chriſt's holy Inſticurion/{fuch-is che. Mercy1of God, in ib 
Metits of Chriſt) we are made Partakers of rhis | heavenly B 
quet, even of the precious Body and Blood of Chriſt, for the For 
giveneſs of our Sins, and all other Benefits of his Paſſion, $ 
again pouring our Prayers, and rendring Thanks and Glory t 
Goc en high, we conclude the celebration of theſe teyerend My 
ſteries, pronouncing a Bleſſing to the People departing. Thus u 
repent and pray; we rejoice and pray; we thank God and pray 
we'confeſs our Faith and pray; we read and pray; we hear an 
pray; we preach and pray; we receive the Sacraments and pray 
This is the Order of our Church, which may well be called th 
Hauſe of Prayer Facob when he awaked from the Dream of ti 
Gen 28. 1). Ladder, he faid, How: reverend it this place, it is none oth 
than the Houſe. of God, and the Gate of Heaven. So I ſay unt 
you, Oh how reverend is this Church of England, where God 
thus ſerved ! ſnrely it is the Houſe of God, and this graciat 
ſerving of him is the Gate of Heaven. And thus much of i 
| Declaration, and now I come to the Conſutatio : 
The Confutation, © 28. As Jacob loved Foſeph above the reſt of his- Children, a 
in token thereof made him a party-colour'd' Coat; ſo: God hat 

loved the Church of England above many other Churches: 
hath deck d and adorn'd her with ſundry Gifts add Graces: 
thar-ſtie is like to a Kings Daughter in a beautiful Garment « 
-(s) Gen. 49.33 changeable Colouts. þ Faſenb it is-Gaid;, that The (a) Arobe 
e pot ur him, und tboſe Archers were his Brethren: 50 of 1: -; 
Church of England it may be ſaid, char he Araburs ſbot at n 
and ſome of them were her o¼n Children. O merriſul r 


IJ 


prior 
29. A 


4 
— 


3 Miichdvitable' Confres) 23 


do e woulkk fcnagine chat Men börm and bred in (6 holy 4 Church 
=, ould ſhoot ſo many venemous Arrows at their own” Mother 8 


s Lune in their flery Zeal have called our Church-Muſick (b) me- (5) See the an- 
#ricious : Our reading of the Pſalms, © the (c) toſſing of Tennis wen! G 
ind Co Our brief and piercing Prayers, (d) Cutts and Shred: Our N 
Penn u doice of the Epiſtles and Goipels, the! Ming and (r) man ling-of vide arch. Whit. 
to kin er prure: The reading of Service and Homilies; worſe than: 3 

(f) Kage-play: Yea our uſing of the (g) Litany, the (H) Nitene' — —_ 

reed, the (1) Hymn of Glory, the Creed of (A Athanaſins, the pg. 494. 
ole Evangelical Hymns,” and the (m) Lord's Prayer it ſelf harh . r“ 

"5 WS eſcaped the ir Cenſute. What a World are we grown unto; = ao =, 
en (u) Thanksgiving after Ohild- birth, (o) kneeling at the Com- (J A view or 


ld a union, (p) reading rhe holy Scriptute, and ( Funeral Sermons; Popim Abuſes 
eat th made matters bf reproach ? Yer the whole-Communion' Book 3 | 
beine are (aid ro call an Idol, 4 Portuis, a+ piece of Swines Fleſh: pag. 798. | 
anden the very Temples of God they are ſaid to term Temples of @ Admonition 
nuch: del Synagogntes, alominuble Sies. But I hope, my Brethren- wm 3 
-—_ ie Miniftry, or Whoſe love 1 have underra ten chis labour ate pag. 494. 

iy Bu (the moſt part more judicious, and of a milder Temper: Vet — 3 rar 1 


cauſe divers of them ſtand as yer unreſolved? imagining thar whims 126... 
come nearer to the Church of Rome, than in duty we ſhould, (0 T. C. vide 
{ rieretore in the tenderneſs of their Conſcience; make ſcruple, Arch. N hit. 


lory er they may ſafely join with us or no; rhereſore I will bend 0 bid 
j ſelf ro anfwer thoſe Arguments which in mine Opinion do () admon. vide - 


1 d — . gone Hxce Urn coy 

V Waich are univerſally oppoſed againſt the Orders and Ceremo- „ +, , - 
s of our Church. Theſe fiery Dam fly far and wide; the — wer the han. 
Men and Women, have learmd diſdainfully to daſh'thent/in ble Pecirion, and 
Faces: Theſe I hold it my Duty to quench, or at leaſt to do et. ng 

ie Endeavour ;'T will therefore Bring 'my-bucker of. Water, (.) admon. & 
commit the event to the 'grations Goodneſs of Almighey bd T. C. vide arch. 


73; «for brevity's ſake I will reduce all theſe Arguments into one, N dne . 
Ob Branches whereof ſhall be handled in order. Thoſe Orders T. C. vide arch. 
- Ceremonies which were neither commanded of God in holy Whit. pag. 595. 


Pure, nor practiſed in the Apoſtles times, bur are heretical, Gef. Win- 4 So 
ld, and antichriſtian, being feandalous wherethey remain, and pag. 558. 
tetore caſt out of other tefbrched Churches, are in no wviſe 0 eee vide « | 
embraced or aſſented unto by Subſcription: Burſuch;'-ſay:*< WIR 


a 8 4 8 Rae who bay ng a . &. 
1, are ſundry of the Orders and Cetemonies of the Chureh Bft 
1 and, therefore not to be embraced: nor yielded unto by Sub- ä 


tion. 1 el eie 

29. And firſt they * require that nothing ſhould be placed in Aiman. in 

„ Church, bus thoſe things only which'th# Lordhigmfelf in bi warm privcipee. 

maar h. Now it is ſuppoſed that we haveinany: Rires, which Chf d. 

| * * 7 A jection. 

not command ed, as for example, where is the Surpleis com- | 
e manded? 


oy 


the Communion. commanded: ? Theſe and; a number of othes 
things are uſed, in our Church, which (as it is objected) God 


jectian I anſwer: Firſt, that if under this Word commanded 


- then theſe and the like orders of our Church are commanded. fi 
they demand where? I anſwer, in every place where God com- 


wie. x Car, 20, 23, 


mands us to obey our Prince: yea, even in this my Text it i 
cular command; chen I grant that theſe things are not ſo cons 
no where commanded; neither is a black Gown, or Cloak any 


- they: allow, any where commanded. If our Orders may not be 
- received; becauſe they are not commanded, then neither cap 


if. they be, let the places be produced; if they be not, then (er- 


mand them, and we may with a goad Conſcience obſerve them 


+ neſter 9. 21. 
+ 29. 
„„ 


be proved, why ſhould we not judge the like of the een 


which Merdocheus: injoyned, + Heſter ſet forward, and the 


lawful, or unlawful ? If lawful for the Fewiſh Church, wh) 


manded ?. Where is the Ring in Marriage commandedꝰ W.I 
ts tbe. Croſs) in Baptiſm .commanded.2. Where is kneeling 2 


in his. haly Word: hath no where commanded. To which Ob. 


they; comprehend things commanded. in general, not particularly, 


mands us to obey; our Prince, For the meaning of God's Com- 
mandments is, that we ſhould obey the Prince in all things lawfil; 
but things indifferent, ate things Jawful ; therefore God com. 
mands us to obey our Prince in things, indifferent : But a 
theſe things are indifferept : and therefore in all theſe God com. 


commanded, when it is ſaid; Let af things be done boneſtly and 
by. order. Secondly, if by (commanded). they underſtand a paris 


manded : But neither are their own. Rites, they, ſo-much defir 
any where thus commanded. A; white Surpleſs (I confeſs) is 


where commanded: Kneeling at the Communion; is no where 
cammanded ; but neither is ſitting or any, other, geſture which 


theirs be imbraced, for they are no where commanded. If thein, 
be not commanded, and yet be lawful; then quts alſo, may be 
lawful, though they be not commanded. Let themſelves be 
udges, let them acquit us or condemn us, chuſe them whether, 
birdly, as they ate net commanded,' ſo are they no when 
in Holy Scriptute forbidden, eitker directly or by conſequence: 


* are neither commanded nor forbidden, the Lord hath 
lett them as things indifferent; and therefore Authority may com- 


without fin. Fourthly, it ſhall he: convinced by example; and 
firſt; what ſpecial commandment of God was there for f Prin, 


* Fews. eſtabliſhed for all Generations ? Was the inſtitution Dr 
vine or Eccleſiaſtical? If meerly Divine, let it ſo appear by D- 
vine Authority: If Ecclefiaſtical, then I inquire, whether it was 


not for the Chriſtian ? If it be ſaid that the Jewiſh Church ws 
directed by the Spirit, it is true: And unleſs the contrary could 


hurch, 


07 Rites not commanded; 


| which hath mote ample Promiſes ? If it be ſaid that 


docheur did it by ſpecial and extraordinary directi- 


g Mo and Mar 
to extraordinar' 


s: they muſt conſider, that we muſt nor fly 
Do Schon ſufficient warrant of holy Scripture. And this 
meth ro be done by the ordinary Power of the Church: 
the 4 fifteenth * 
The Jews of the Villa 


brought them to an 


of the Month Ader t ene 18. 
es kept the fout- 
niformity by in- 
Afterward the Jews by reaſon of ano- , 
her 5 ad ed the F thirteench Day, changing it from 
ating and none to feaſting and joy; and the like they did * bo 2 
f any imagine it to be un- John 1022.23 
let bim caſt his (4) Bullinger 


he Jews in 2 71 kept 
with 5 and 


n the like occafion. 

at imagination were very ſtrange 
pk AT Example, I mean the Feaſt of the Dedicats 
zhich was no where commanded in the Law, 
Chrift himſelf may ſeem to have approv 
ut to leave theſe Jewiſh Feſtivals, and to come 
0 fra hriſtian. Are there not many which were A in on 
the primitive Church, and ever fince continued in the, Ch 
Chriſt > The Feaſt of The Nativity is no where commanded ir 
Scripture, yet hath'been allowed by the general conſent of 
briſtian Nations. Some (a) Reformed 
vy thoſe Feſtivals; which bear the Name of Saints: 
Fr aaa 875 6 the uſe of them in the 7 


Io ath ooly, for 


et Was ſolemn] Y (6 e 
obſerved ; and hs 


by his reſerice. 


hurches have laid 2. 


lhey which e n 


Ks, ba 
dee ; 4 ) 777 
which baniſhed” (e) 7 and Fel ge NS; in ener 
days: And Calvin at his return fram Baniſhment ſou Ihr 
middle courſe, which was, that rhe Feaſt of the Na 
t elebrated, and aß for other Holidays, there ſhould 
Prayers in the orenoon, 22 = People. ſhould” 9 7 
Labour in the Aſternaon. Th 


again abrogared, except the 
ling that he 00 
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fn fewer, 40 001 ing to io age 
$ clear, that the Church in lag 
indifferent: And. e Colony 
which are not tepu gnant to 

rally approv d alchough 
Admonition would 


mort is mn, een a 


2 29 1 ſomg 1 foe — 


9 0 e 


no 8 lcd 5 
have nothing placed in t 
0 For, 


cb rhe a 


100 "rg 
129. inter Epi. 
Cal ; 


88 
ban . 


0 
— * * . . 
——— — — — — m—̃ ene * . - 
at ACS r 2 * — —äẽʒ—. — — — = = 
— 1 Ix ro —_ 8 r — —— — 
n LR 2 — < : NW WA= y m 
— 2 — 4 2 — 2 . _ 
— —— — I i * * 5 


— 


2 ne- i  rnees., 2A P — 7 — 


— 
— ge 


MEL LEGS” 


"3 — — — — 7 _—_ 7 * oY 


rr — 


3 — 
* r 
5 


rr 1 


lh 


Of Conformity to the Age Apoſtolick, 
= Friends rhe Admonitioners, and to confeſs the plain contradictor 
pts Tien | 


o 


of their Poſition to be apparently true. | 


* 


| glance atus as though the 0: 
3 Secondly, our e not (a) Apoſtolick. Ty r $1 
lib. 3. ders and Ceremonies o _ LL ones whe honed reverence 
- — Wich I anſwer, thoſe Apo * ry n did run moſt clear, as being 11 
* ange- nr only for Doctrine, which t ” bor allo for Diſcipline, ſo fn 
3 neareſt.ro the cryRalline 2100 offibly ſuffer. But though tg 
order, oli gs, For. Rare of hal; day, of ll w down in the Apoſtles Wi; . 
of the Church Doctrine of the Apoſtles be Res The reaſon whereof is, because 
which indeed X r 1. _ erernal and unchangeable, and 
_ to have the. Doctrine is one and the gu ſting Goſpel: But the Diſcipline 
thek ſtanding therefore it is called an (b) ev yy? r the moſt part variable, accord 
2 40 (eſpecially the Ceremonies) is fo Place. Therefore the whol, 
Arine and Or. (elpeciall ſtance of Time and ace. _ fcipline al 
ders of the Apo 1np to circum d plentifully'; The Diſcipl j 
Aten ce. Doctrine is purpoſely an Kor 1 holy Scripture : Ang 
(b) Rev. 14. 6. ae by occaſion, and ſparing * ſtolick were, cannot be full ö 
(c) yn er e. what the Orders 5 And yet of thoſe which en 
patwms ad c known by the Apoſtolick fora. are obſer ved (e) in the Chud 
{iam Apuſtolerum known, the grand and main poin ker, the” Goygrament by R 
Ae e en of England: As namely, 1 in on of hands in the making ( 
ſed eriam ee, ſhops, and the 3 x — cal for Reformation, do ! 
m—_ e - Miniſters. Moreover, thoſe t ther embrace the Apoſtolick Or le b 
Rm dirs romp e rs-gae rig 27 wax en (4) Apo 
tus & inſtiruta * as for Exam he e reltored in * 
. Fac = 3 which now is not 7 be by 75 in the ſtles time 
Apdl. Lund. 1591. ed Churches. So (e) Love-fe 12 90 Churches. Farthermee 
(2) Raw: 16:16. bur are not ect ae os oe the Apoſtolick 1 
48 1 the Church. of England alteret n a altered. One kind « my 
2 — 5:26. 2. ſtitution, bur ſuch thingy Ky” ay er one kind 2 WE 
1 ck agrees not to a ich is. good for.the Bod 
Cf) Bail gue hy Churches : The ape Phplck which, l diſeaſe when 4 there 
ibis veer; when it is yourg, may Di mey belfem a Coy, and * 
comers Ad: One manner of D; ne ee i 9 
di her a Kingdom. One 11 25 flouriſh. One Ceremony 2 
Ml nece{ſitas abs. and another when it is in the 4 anorber for rhe time of Perſecy 
1 ſeemly for the time of Peace, = 5 Caſe is unlike, agrees 10 Popil 
Poop tion. Now to require like 40! celebrate the Communion 15 
„ with Realon, Our enen ud fo, for the Paſſoyer by the 9 Popes 
F DER be STI Eo 
ee be eaten | it Was ] 
Jzù wart cre te eee z war men i 
nion ſhould be RN Rn convenient. For I make no atiot 
in the Morning is far more co which ſeek Reforma 
bur our learned and godly Brethren, 


eb Ei oldnd and 
join with the Church of England, 1 

rere ather Join with che „ * 
Will in this Point rather jour 52 


ve d. 


dict of Conformity to the Age Apoſtolick. 


ith all other Chriſtian Churches which make choice of the Morn- ; 


2 Or pg, chan with the Anabaptiſts, which celebrate in the Evening af- 
Ka 10 r Supper. And to proceed, In the Apoſtles time they did baptize 
A Rivers and Fountains ; ſhall we therefore leave our Churches, 


1d baptize our Children in Rivers to the Imitation of the Apo- 


F AQ. 8.26, | a 


aber 5 es? That Imitation were indiſcreer, for they liv'd in time of 
1 erccution, and therefore were glad to take the Opportunity of 
deen ime and place. We live in time of Peace, wherein the Churches 


le, and 
iſcipling 
accord 
> Whol, 


which he hath granted us, they would have done in this point as 
je do and have thanked: him for the Bleſſing of Peace. In he Apo- 


a tes time the Miniſters liv'd by voluntary * Contributions, or by their * Ate 4. 377 
x ful wn f handy labours, for how could they do otherwiſe > They f = 20:34: 
nich d not only in Perſecution, but their Enemies the Leyiticaþ* "52 


reſts had the Tithes during the ſtanding of the Temple: Bur now. 


＋ ben Tithes are N or the Miniſters ofthe Goſpel by Chri- 
ly ban Princes, ſhall we return to handy labour, or voluntary Con- 
1 butions ? In the Apoſtles time, the People ſold their Poſſeſſions, 


ck Or 
Apyſt 
tort 


me re diſſolve our famous Univerſities, and dam up the Well-(,) wi 
5 priags of Learning ? In the Apoſtles time it was hard to find any (Cant did 41 2 — | 
ick! niſtian Hoſpitals for the Poor ; but is this a reaſon that now we — —— 
ind d ould have none? In the Apoſtles time the (b) Bible was not di- p. 5 


emon 


kt an Inyent ion ſo commodious? In the Apoſtles time, the Baunds The third 
55 ee, were nat ſo diſtinguiſhed. as nom (e) they are 3 doch it 00 Now they 
tere follow chat this Diſtinction muſt be taken away 7? Nov muſt be diſcern: 
2nced (beloved) : For when the State and Condition is unlike, an ab- ed from others 


ay ure Conformity is nor to be urged. 
rlecy 


ES NC 


F aft | 

7 their 915 be, that they are the Invention of Antichriſtian have Surpleſſes 
mm bopes, this Cenſure (as they apply it) will undoubtedly prove deviſed by Pope 
nou ore ſharp than ſound, becauſe many of our Rites which the o. They confeſs 
rate i brand, and amongſt thereſt the Croſs (e) were in the Church before chat the Crofs in 
joub de Popedom was hatched. And although it may be that ſome: 1 weeks 
2110! of our Ceremonies were deviſed by the Biſhop of Rome 3 vet it fol- ee 


, And 
with nen . : 5 : 
| kemeth to be the very Cage of Antichriſt, yet in antient time it 


E 2 holy 


God be thanked) are open unto us. It God for our Sins ſhould 
y Perſecution upon us, we muſt be content to do as they did. 
Ind there is no doubt, but if God had given them that liberty, 


— 
* 


nd laid the Money (4) at the Apoltles Feet; but ſhall our Peo- () ag; 4. 7, 
ple be ty d of neceſſity ro do the like 2 In the Apoſtles time there (i) Sixtus Senenſi 


re no Chriſt can Colleges, nor Univerſities founded; thall we there- moms grape 


ided into Chapters and Verſes, as now it is; ſhall we therefore re- in car. 


by _ _ 
Alntichriſtian ap- 

31. Thirdly, it is commonly objected, that our Ceremonies — as Cap, 

ue (4) Popiſh and Antichriſtian, yea and - ſome of them not only 629". Tipper. 


Popiſh, but Jewiſh alſo: To which it may be anſwered; that if 3 


lows nat, that they were the Invention either of Hereticks or of printed ar Am. 
Antichriſt. For tho' now the Church of Rome be heretical; and fedam, 1604. 


"2 not ſo. A gteat number of Biſhops there before Sylveſter were 


4 


d \ WE mn Mr. ia, 

18 Of Orders de viſed by Papiſts. 
holy Men and Martyrs: But ſuppoſe ſome of our Orders wer 

deviſed by Papiſts and Hereticks, What then? If among the Fl 

A cia kp. of Fheir Hereſtes, ſaith a great Controler of our Church, there , 
delete his ſe· Forma any good thing, as it were a grain of good Corn in a great deal 
* of Darnel, that we willingly receive, not as theirs, but as the Jews 
did the boly Ark from the BhaiBines whereof they were unjuſt. Own; 
And again he ſaith, it may come to paſt that the Synagogue of Sar 
may huve ſome one thing at ſome time with more conveniency thay 
the true and Catholic Church of Chriſt : As for Bxample; the 
Church did uſe in antient time to pour Water thrice in Baptiſm 
* Sozom. Lib. 6. token of the Trinity: The Eunomian Herericks deviſed thy 

| Cup, 26. pouring of Water once, to croſs the Doctrine of the Trinity. But 
what d Shall once applying of Water be for ever unlawful, be 

chuſe it was brought in by Herericks > Our Controler conſeſſeg 

the contrary, and affirmeth that it is uſed in moſt Reformed Churches 

And ſurely it is not only lawſul, but in ſome cafes more conve 

nent: For where thrice hath been abuſed to fi ai three Gods 

there once may be expedient to betoken one God ; likewiſe ir 

cold Countries, eſpecially in Winter time, and the rather whe: 

the Cbild is weak. Some Flowers may grow in the Wilderneſs 

and ſome things may proceed from Hereticks, and yet not un 

ä ſeemly to be uſed in the Chureh of Chriſt. Many of our College 
weere built by Papiſts, yea and our Churches partly by Papiſts 
de n . PAPUY by T Painims, and muſt they needs be pulled dawn, on) 
Ni. becauſe they had hearheniſh or heretieal Founders > Further 
more, if they term all Ceremonies popiſh and heretical which wert 

uſed by Papiſts and Hereticks, then ſundry Abſurdiries will fol 

low. For fo, many innocent Orders primitive, andiperadyentur 
Apoſtelick, ſhall be branded wich the Name of popiſh or heret 
Cal; for there is no doubt but ſundry ſuch have been uſed in th 
Shurch of Rome. Moreover, this will breed a Scrupuloſtty it 
the Minds ef Men: For ſeeing there have been ſo many ſrarm 
of Hereticks, how can we aſſure our ſelves of any Ceremony, ttt 

it hath not been uſed by Herericks ar one time or other? A tr 
Opinion, if it be holden by an Heretick or Idolater, hy Antichriſt 
or the Devil himſelf, it muſt not be forſaken; for nil Truth is th 

- Truth of God, whereſorver it be found, though it be in the mou 

of the Devil: And ſhall we abhor a Ceremony which the prim 

tive Church deviſed, and our National Church hath judged com 

ly and convenient, only becauſe it had the hap to be handled d 
Papiſts? Not whatſoever *Hereticks, Idolaters, or any wicke 
-Petſons have done r ſaid, but what they have done or ſaid bf 
retically, idolatrouſly, wickedly, is to be abandoned, ſo far 25 

is evil: But wharſvever in cheir Actions is fit or require to 

done, is from God, and therefore in that teſpect not to be ab 
norred. Laſtly, if they call them Popiſh, becauſe they 1 * 0 


Of things abuſed in Popery. 459 
gi ſed in Popery, we confeſs it to be true, they ere abuſed to 

Je Fl ery and that moſt ſhamefully : The Bells were rung to 

bere „ Ma, the Surpleſs was worn at Maſs : Ia the Church they ſaid 

at dex heir Maſs, in the Palpit they maintained their Maſs : But what 

e ei can be concluded of all this? inconveniency only, or unlawful - 

Owner, gels alſo? If inconvenieney only, let it be granted for Diſputa- 4 

non ſake. But do they - think, that they ſhall ever ſo long as 

hey live, find a Church upon the face of the Earth ſo Angeli- 

; the cal, chat ir ſnall be void of all Inconvenience? or muſt a Man 


iſm in for a bare Inconvenience, break out of the common Pale, tranſ- 
ſed te gef rhe Law of his Prince, leave his paſtoral Charge, and make 


y. Bu rent in the Church of Chriſt 2 At Geneva the uſe of the Wafer- · caluinus l 
ul, be cake being brought in, in the abſence of Calvin, did ſeem to nonnulle iſta mu- 
ſundry godly Men a thing fo offenſive, that they were of mind fene — 
burches o have refrained from the Lord's Supper: But Calvin being de- A na la an. 
come naaded his judgment, wiſhed them rather quietly to uſe it, than nendum putarem. 
God do make any Tumult in the Church of G How abominably 4 . wh 8 
wiſe ine Wafer- cake was abuſed in Popery every Man may know: It © 

r when was made an Idol, and palpably adored wih the higheſt kind of NO 3 | 
lerneß MY Divine Worſhip. Yer Calvin, though thinking it inconvenient, ,,; pans apo. 
ot un did earneſtly ad moniſh them, not to be contentious about a thing «/#. Bexa is vi·- 
indifferent. The Miniſters and People of Geneva, vertuous and 440g, au, 
zodly Men, did follow, this Counſel of Calvin, and quietly '5** * 

yielded their conſent, and r that 

urther bey wounded their Conſcience. But if yen chink ſtill, that a 

| thing abuſed ro Idolatry 3 is. ipſo fatto, made unlawful, it 4s ir. 

7111 fo that che grounds of your Opinion be examined. 

32. The example of Hezechias breaking-in pieces the bra-. 4 
hereti en Serpent, will not prove that n of neceſſity ä 
v aboliſh the Croſs, the Surpleis, and other things you miſlike. | 
be che brazen Serpent was plainly made an Idol, and fo it 
warm continued at that very day: But when our graeious Sovereign 
cane unto the Crown, neither the Oroſs nor any thing (elſe was 
Aue ed idolarroulty by the Cburch- of England. If it be replied, 
tichrit that Queen Elizabetli at her entrance to the Qrown; did find mar- 

5 things polluted with Superſtition and Idolatry, which as you 
mou lipoſe, oughr-ro' have been removed by tke example of Heze- 
ai,; then you muſt conſider, that Abuſes may be reformed tw] 
days: either by deſtroying the thing. abuſed, as Hexechias did. : 
led de brazen Serpent; or by takiag away the abuſe, the thing re- 

maning, as inthe planting of Chrissi janity, when the Temples of 
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aid be Heathen Idols were changed into the Churches of the living + chu pen 
ar a5 ed: And the example vf i Hexeobia; in uſing the one, doth net .f. 1s. 10 


e to b bridge cher liberty of Chriſtian Princes in uſingrhe other Wit t 71.. 
ns the ſame Hexechias, who though he'rookwaway the high Pla- 
vere a., and brake the. Images, and car down the Groves; and braßs + 


. 2 


30 - 0. Elizabeth baniſhed Super ſtition. 
-in pieces the brazen Serpent ; yer-ſpared he the Chappels which 

Salomon had built for Aſhtoreth the Idol of the Zidonians, and fy 

+ 1 Reg. 11; 7, + Chemoſh the Idol of the Moabites, and for Milcom the jy. 
mination of the Children of Ammon. For it is evident, that 

- * 2 King. 23.13, thoſe high places remained till the days of Foſftas. Hegeclis 
deſtroyed the Serpent, becauſe he found it at that preſent adored, 

+ and doing much harm: he ſpared the other, becauſe he found 

them ſtanding only as forlorn things, at that 357 14 without any 

+ 1 Ring. 18, 6; harm. Yer God gave him this Teſtimony, that he f clave to tbe 
Lord, and departed not from him, but kept his Commandmen 

which the Lord had commanded Moſes. And as Hezechias in break. 

ing down the Serpent, did not .prejudice his own liberty, of 

ng the other: ſo his ſparing the other did not reſtrain 900 

from uſing his liberty in pulling-them down. Indeed, Wiſdon 

requireth, that a ſafe courſe be taken for prevention of evil 

where danger appeareth, which our late Queen of famous Me- 

-mory moſt religiouſly performed, whoſe zeal in planting ande- 

ſtabliſhing God's true Religion, and aboliſhing of Superſtition, 

was nothing inferior ro the zeal of Hezechias. She found the 

. fiery flames burning the bodies of the Living, and the bones af 

the Dead: ſhe graciouſly quenched them. She found the Scrip 

tures locked from the People in a ſtrange Language: ſhe unclaſp: 

the Book, and gave it to her People to Meditate therenpon Day 

and Night. She found the Candle of the Goſpel quite extin- 

guiſned; ſhe did light it again (as it were) at the Beams of the 

Sun. She found the People worſhipping of Images, creeping to 

Croſſes, committing Idolatry in every Thicker, and under every 

green Tree: Will you ſee her with Hezechias, breaking in pie. 

ees the brazen Serpent ?:then behold and look back to her royal 

+ The Queens + Injunctions, commanding to Take away, utterly extintt and d- 
tnjunRions 23. ſtroy all Shrines, covering of | Shrines, all Tables, Candleſticks, Irin. 
| dals, and rolls of Wax, Pictures, Paintings, and all other Mou 
ments of fained Miracles, Pilgrimages, Idolatry and Superſtition, 

ſo that there remain no memory of the ſame in Walls, Glaſſes, Nin. 

 * InjunRions 35. dome, or elſewhere within their Churches, Sc. And again, That * 
no Perſons keep in their Houſes any abuſed Images, Tables, Pictures, 
Paintings, and other Monuments of fained Miracles, Pilgrimage, Nod. 

Idolatry or Superſtition, Yea, ſhe baniſhed the Croſs ſo far a8 f 

was an Idol, or in any danger of Idolatry. For whereas the 

Croſs was either Permanent or Tranſient; the Permanent being 

ſolemnly adored in the Church of Rome, the altogether abolili- 

ed, and the Tranſient alſo for the moſt part. For whereas in 

common life the crofling of the forehead was ſuperſtitiouſly uſed, 

and the like were ftill to be feared, if it were permitted to po- 

. pular practice; therefore that was diſcreetly removed. In tt 


4 | - Sacrament of the Supper the uſe of Croſſing was of ſhorter = 
| t1nua z 


How . Elizabeth retamed the Croſs. 
jnuance, and the Pa iſts do uſe it rather like Conjurers than - 
Nriſians ; and — 0 there was no cauſe why there it ſhould . 


els which inued. In Baptiſm it was more ancient and more free 
S, and fi E and actual Adoration ; therefore Queen Eli- 
the ab. W..;-:þ retained the Croſs in Bapriſm as her godly Brother did be- 
ent, that ore her, being deſirous, ſo far as ſhe might conveniently, to 
3 ſrame a conformity to thoſe Primitive times. What ruſt this Ce- 
It adored, 


had gathered, the wiſdom of our Church hath wiped . + 
he foun F emony a g = 


Lway ; for the Croſs is not appointed to be made by the 


thout am people, but only by the Miniſter ; and by him in Baptiſm on- 

ave to 6 y g * then 3 dark or dumb Ceremony which mighr be 
andmeninttaken, but with an expreſs Declaration of the Meaning and Sig- 

in break. ification thereof, to the end that the ſame might be freed from 

erty, a Superſtitious Conſtruction. And to the intent that all Su- 

n Cet erltiton and Idolatry might be rooted out of all Mens Hearts, | 
Wildon d all future dangers thereof prevented, the Miniſters were Þ + Injunct. 2. 
of exil, injoy ned to teach that all Goodneſs, Health and Grace, ought to 

ous Ae. de asked and looked. for of God only, as the very Author and giver . 

ande. le /ame, and of none other. So the Croſs continued all the : 

erſtition, Reign of Queen Elizabeth, as it doth at this day, not blemiſhed 

und the Nich the leaſt ſpot or (tain of Superſtition, Neither is it to be 


ones a aoubted. bur if time had diſcovered any ſuch abuſe, that Religious. 


Kr brance would ſoon have reformed ir. But theſe eight and forty. 

nclaſped years experience may Witneſs to the World, that there was no ſuch. - 

on Day danger as ſome did imagine, For the Almighty who loved us, . 

e cx We: vc her an excellent ſpirit, and tempered her zeal with wiſe Mo- 

of tie g enon. Thoſe things which ſeemed moſt ſuperfluous, the lop- , 

ping 0 ped away like riotous Branches: In matters of greateſt Moment, 

r eben e followed the example of God himſelf in cleanſing the Lepro ; Levit. 11: 
in pie, be: For firſt ſhe had a Princely care, rather to purge the Hauſe, 

er royal than to pull it down; and if { mewhat muſt be pulled down, 

and g yet rather a few Stones, than the whole Houſe; yet where the 

Tu Leproſie was grown incurable, there was no remedy. but that. 

Am. part muſt down, and be thrown into an unclean place without. 

bine de City. Hirherto of the example of Hezechias. | : 

h Wi 33. Moreover they pretend not example only, but the expreſs - 

That Commandment of Almighry God, and ſtand upon a place of 

ae GWE), which they urge agaioſt the Surpleſs, 7+ * ſhall pollute the » voy 36. 227 
43%" cnering of the Images of Silver, and the rich Ornameut of thine urged by the 
* Imapes of Gold, and caſt them away as a ſtained. Rag, and thou Am. 2. 


galt ſay unto it, get thee bence. In which place the Prophet 


| ſpeaketh againſt the coverings of Idols; but hat is this againſt 
Ld [i Church of England, heck hath long agoe extirpated all ſuch . 
"uſe Abaminations ? Neither is the Surpleſs the covering of an Idol, 


the Ancient Ornament of the Miniſters of the Goſpel. . If ir 
be laid that it was uſed by Idolaters, I anſwer, that in ap MS: 
| N | ing 


31 D/ things abuſed in Popery, - 
lihood all thoſe Surpleſſes are conſumed and worn away, and not 
now uſed in the Church of England: and thoſe which be uſed 
veere not received as Popiſh by Queen Elizabeth, but in ſuch for 
+ A& for Uni- as they were in uſe by Authority of Parliament, in the days of 
* formity. King Edward, and are now continued according to the Pradiee 
of the Primitive Church, Furthermore, thoſe coverings in the 
Prophet were rich and gorgeous with Gold, to make the Idol 
more beautiful, and fo were a fnare to Idolatry; whereas no ſuch 
thing can be juſtified of our Surpleſſes. This point will be the elear- 
+ Deut. 7. 25. er, if we conſider a place in Deut. The + ps Images of their 
Gods ſhall you burn with fire, and tovet not the Silver nor Gold that 
n on them, nor take it unto. thee leſt thou be ſnared therewith, for 
it is an Abomination, &c. In which place what is that which the 
Prophet calleth an Abominarion ? Is the thing polluted, or is the 
r. C. vide Arch. very taking of fuch a thing Abominable ? Our Accuſers are 
Whit. fg. 273. of a contrary mind, for they grant that the Gold of the Cope, 
and the Cloath of the Surpleſs may lawfully be taken for private 
purpoſes. Vet let them take heed left they open a gap to ſacri- 
legious 3 How much more warily affirmeth Augu- 
' 4 Auguſt; ep. 154. Nine: that f either private uſes in fuch * are ferbidden, or 
ad public. leſt any thing be ſo brought into the Houſe that it be Honoured: 
+ Zanchius de o- Which Interpretation, as + Janchins declareth , is agreeable 
peribusredemp- to the Text; for the Prophet ſaying, cover not the Silver, Ge. 
bag. . condemneth that covetous humour wherewith ſome gape after 
the ſpoils of Idolatry, only to enrich themſelves. Again, in ſay- 
ing ( 7 thou be fnared) he renders a reaſon why-we ſhould not 
take them, left the beauty of thoie golden Monuments intangle 
us with the love of the dot. Wherefore ſuch things muſt be 
- polluted, that is, defaced and abhorred, ſo far till there remain 
no danger ot being ſnared with Idolatry, which caution obſer- 
+ Pal. 241. ved they may be ufed as the Creatures of God, for the + Earth i 
2 the Lords, and all that therein u; which is the reaſon of the A- 
Cor. 10. 26. poſtle St. Paul ſpeaking of Meat offred to Idols. Wherein we 
muſt conſider, that as in the Lord's Offrings a portion belonged 
to the Prieſt, ſo likewiſe in the Offrings of Heathen Idols. 
Whereupon it came to paſs, that at ſolemn times when there 
was abundance of Sacrifices, the Prieſts did ſend ſome of their 
b nir. portion to be ſold in the Shambles : and 1 Beza ſheweth learn- 
Gn.  edly aur of the Interpreter of Ariſtophanes, that thoſe which re- 
turned from the Sacriſices did uſe to carry a portion home with 
them; and our of Herodotus, that the Egyptians uſed to ſell in the 
Market the Heads of ſacrificed Beaſts. Now 1 I 
eſtion, whether a Chriſtian might with a good con cience buy 
ſuch Meat in the Shambles, aud eat it; and again, if he were invi- 
ded to a Feaſt where ſuch Meats were, whether he might eat them? 
Cor. 10. 25. To the former St. Paul anſwers: Mhatſoec ver 7s ſaldin dhe ſhamble, | 


Abuſe takes |; not away the lawful Uſe. 73 4 
„ making no queſtion for conſcience ſake, for the earth is the Lord's, and 

1 that yur 1 To the latter part he anſwers : * But if any of the m- Verſe 23. 

believing invite you, and you be willing to go, whatſoever i s ſet before you, 

ut, 4iking no queſtion for conſcience == Whereby it is clear, that 

the idolatrous abuſe of a thing, doth not take away the lawful ue of 

i; it may {till be us d, as it is the good creatuie of God. It will be 

reply d, that things polluted may be us d again for ſᷓ civil uſe, publick Sram aca 

or private, but not for + ſacred, But how can this be? becauſe wick- and caps mey 

ed Men have kneel'd to their Idols, may not I therefore pray kneel- be apply'd to a 
ing to the living God? for kneeling, tho it be a moſt ſeemly Order, 890d uſe, _ 
jet it is in ir ſelf indifferent. Or becauſe ſuch a Fountain, or ſuch a ,., as they will 
dream hath been dedicated to an Idol, may not I therefore baprize b«& ſerve. T. c. 
Child inthe Water proceeding from the ſame Fountain or Stream? Se- Arch. We. 

forto rake of this Water or that Water, is neither forbidden nor com-; We think it an 
manded, and therefore indifferent. But to handle the point a little auire uni for a 
more diſtinctly; if things indifferent once polluted, in reſpect of all — * 
ſacred uſe became ſtained rags and abomination; then I would know more chan the o. 

whether this be for a time or everlaſting 2 if for a time only, for what ther two ſihe cap 

ume, and whether eight and forry Years be not ſufficient to walh it and 2 tippet 


away? Or if it be an everlaſting ſtain, then I demand whether thoſe — "vm | 


particular things only, which were actually dedicated to Idols, be ſo nics are fo much 
ſtainced; or whether this ſtain ſhall everlaſtingly be imputed to the Tore dangerous, 


as they do ap- 


whole kind? To affirm the latter, were a hard and unadviſed Cen- Fa 
ſure, and contrary to their own practice. For what tho ſome Bells have Service and Wor- 
been rung io the Sacrifice of Idols, may no Bell therefore be rung to ſhip of God. . c. 
the dervice of the living God? And ſhall not only the particular a- — ow ag Ro 
buſed be counted abominable, bur ſhall thoſe innocent things which 

derer were ſo abuſed, be eternally blemiſhed > Undoubtedly this is 
but a fancy, which hath no warrant from the words of Efay ; for he 
ſpeaketh plainly ot the coverings of Idols, which without doubt were 
particularly abuſed to Idolatry. Bur it the ſtain ſtick only to the par- 

ticular thing actually polluted, then this 7 cannot greatly be 

urged againſt the Surplice ; for not many of Q. Mary's Surplices do 

now remain, and if they did, the matter were ſoon remedied, and 

Time it ſelf in ſhorttime would wear them away. Neither can it be 

at all urged againſt the Croſs in Baptiſm; ſor a popiſh Prieſt maketh 


one Crols, and the Miniſter of the Goſpel makes another; here are 


divers individual Actions, and conſequently divers particular Croſſes; 
therefore in this caſe the Pollution of the one, cannot ſpot and de- 
lle the other. Vet dyhat if that very particular polluted (the Pollu- 
ion being taken away) may be imploy'd in the Service of Almighty. 
God 2 Did not“ Gideon ſacrifice to the Lord the Ox that was der ſudges 6, 25. 
dicate to Baal, and burn it with the Wood that grew in the Grove 

f Baal ꝰ If ir be reply d, that he had a Commandment, it is rue; 

but profound Auguſtine thinketh that this Commandment ex- + Egiſt. 131. 
tends to us allo, and thereupon gathereth this general Doctrine, "nk ES 38 
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34 Of things abuſed in Popery. 

things dedicated to Idols, may be imploy'd to the Honour of the true 
- And this ſeems to be the Judgmem of the Chriſtian World 
For when Chriſtianity was firſt preached, the Temples of Idols in 
England, France, and fo thro' the World, were turn'd into the 
| Churches of the living God. Again, when Popery was baniſh'd, yer 
(a)Vbique lecerwm all (4) popiſh Churcbes were not pulled down, but many remain 
— — and ſome ar Geneva, ſtill imploy'd for the ſervice of Almighty God. 
ciis qua Evange. (b) And Calvin ſaith, that it may be done without fcruple of conſci. 
tum amplexs ence. Some (c) learned Men, I grant, (beyond the Seas) have thought 
— 5 otherwiſe ; but they are confuted by Fanchins ;. and the Miniſters of 
tris admiſſafuir England which {eek Reformation, I hope, are more conſiderate than 
tt anno; verena to pull down Churches. But concerning Churches, they return ug 
gre, wore this Anſwer, that they are (d) profitable; wherein they confeſs that 
Zanch. de Op. even theſe particulars, which have been abuſed to Idolatry, may be 

p p | ry, may 
Redemp. ib. i. uſed in the ſervice of God, fo they be profitable. Therefore the Que. 
6 Ex. 23.24 ſtion is come to this ĩſſue, whether the things queſtion'd be profitable? 
(c) Ma deſunt pi W herein who ſhall be the Judge > Thoſe that fir at the Stern of the 
deitig; viri gui Church are perſwaded that they are (e) profirable, from whoſe Judy. 
rue ene. yn 7 * ment if they will depart, it behoveth them to bring more ſound and 
rempla eſſ dir - demonſttative Reaſons, than hitherto they have produced. But! 
enda. Een. w. will conclude this point with the conſent of their on Standard- 
OO. bach bearer, who having in his firſt Book called the Surplice a Mark and 
been anſwered Sacrament of popiſh Abomination, and having pronounced that it 
that they have a brings no Profit, but Hurt; yer in his third Book, dares not hence 
— ne conclude any Unlawfulneſs, but only Inconvenienc and would 
evil compared not have any man forſake his paſtoral Charge in regard of a Surplice. 


wich the Surplice, And thus much for clearing our Ceremonies from imputation of bo- 
which beſide that perv. | 

pets, —— 34. Now, Fourthly, let us conſider whether they be Tewiſh,where- 

alſo. I. c. Vide in we affirm that the Church of England doth $2" no nearerto 

omg hit. the Jews, than the Law of God and the ſtare of Chriſtianity doth 

4% K. Jones in permit. For what is it that they controle under the name of Jewiſh? 

ratification of rhe Is it their meaning that we ſhould uſe nothing in the Chriſtian 

7) xeb, s , Church, which was uſed by the _ (f) Eſdras a Jew preachedin 

* a Pulpit of Mood; (tall wooden Pulpits therefore be unlawful ? The 

| Jews buried their Dead (g) in /innen clothes, ſhall this likewiſe be re- 

@ John 19. 40. jected as Jewiſh 2 But both rheſe things our Reprovers approve, by 

their own practice. Wherefore it is agreed that ſome things uſed by 

the Jews may be retained ; and yet they are retained, not becanſe 

they are Jewiſh, bur becauſe they are decent. Beſide theſe Ce- 

remonies of Decency and Order, the Jews had other, which by the 

(6) coloſ 2. 17. Ordinance of God were (5) Types of Chrift;and theſe as we all confels 

00 Heb. 9. are ſolemnly (i) abrogated, and never to be reſumed; as Circumcit 

on, Sacrifices, and ſuchlike. But can it be proved, that we uſe an 

ſuch thing in the Church of England? Let it be granted that Levitica! 

Garments in regard of their myſtical repreſentation are * 


0 hs. Þ x. 8 11. to“ Gregory, as alſo to the Council of Toledo, to take order that in 


ä may become ſcandalous in regard of the eircumſtance of time, pet- 


36 Of Scandal. 


men do not offer Lambs, Sparrows, and Pigeons, which was Le 
tical, they only reſemble them in matters moral. Their abſtainin 
from publick Aſſemblies for a ſeaſon, is not only for Health, bu 
matter of Modeſty ; their giving thanks to God, when they come: 
the Church, is a Chriſtian Duty, neither do 1 ſee how this can}, 
called a Jewiſh Ceremony, unleſs to praiſe God be a Jewiſh Cer, 
mony. 7-81 | | 
The ff 35. Fifthly, it is objected that our Ceremonies are ſcandalous 
Objection. let us therefore conſider what a Scandal is, and how many kings 
Scandal. The word oxg1Jzao coming from cd, which ignite Mii; 
to halt, is properly that part of the Trap whereto the Bait is d 
which being overthrown, the Beaſt pulls the Trap upon his own he; 
Metaphorically it is taken for that which is an occaſion to hurt 9 
grieve another: It is often join'd with @&5ox9qe a Stumbling-black 
and may be expounded by it. For whereas a Chriſtian ſhould g 
forward in the way of Godlineſs, a Scandal may be called a Wo. can 
or a Decd, which is laid as a Block in his way, whereby he mz 
fall or ſtumble, or any way be bindred in his virtuous courſe. S u 
dal is of two ſorts, given or taken; to give ſcandal, or to ſcand 
lize, is to do or ſay any thing which is apt to provoke unto Sin, b 
grieving the godly, wounding the weak, rejoicing the wicked. Som re 
things do ſcandalize, becauſe they have a ſcandalizing nature, as al 
Sin and Wickedneſs. Some things do ſcandalize accidentally, becaul 
they are ſcandalouſly uſed ; and. ſo things indifferent may becom 
| ſcandalous. Firſt, when they are deviſed for an eyil purpoſe, as th 
* Sozomen lib 6. Eunomian Hereticks deviſed to pour Water but once in Baptiſn 
Hift. Eccl. cap. 26. and not thrice, to croſs the Doctrine of the Trinity: In which age, it 
any ſhould have left the Cuſtom of the Church, in applying it thrice 
and have followed the Eunomians in doing it but once, he ſnoud - 
have given a very ſcandalous example; for he might have been pro 
bably thought ro have favour d their Hereſy whoſe example he ta 
low'd. Secondly, when things originally deviſed for good, are abu 
ſed to evil; as in Spain certain Hereticks abuſed the thrice applying 
of Water in Baptiſm, to ſigniſy three Gods, which gave an occaſion 


+ Concil. a. Tol. Spain it thould be apply d bur once. Thirdly, a thing indifferent 


ſon or place: As for example, if one in Spain aſter the. Confticuti | 
of Toledo ſhould have apply d Water thrice ; this (tho done in im-WW no 
plicity) had been ſcandalous in regard of the time; becauſe Heretic Co 
did then uſe ir to ſtrengthen their Hereſy of Three Gods. Moreover, :/ 
altho Mears forbidden by the Ceremonial Law, after the Death N 
Chriſt became indifferent; Je if a weak Brother, not perſwaded of WW ine 
# Rom. 14. 15. the Indifferency, ſhould profeſs himſelf + offended, then thy eating in WW: 


his preſence ſhould be ſcandalous in reſpect of the Pexſon., Again, to iro: i 


Meat offered to Idols might lawfully be eaten, yer to ear in e been 
| | * Temple 


— 0. 
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Of Scandal. 37 
was Levi ple of the Idol were evil in appearance,” and ſcandalous in re- 1 Cor. 8. 10. 
Aaini iden we place, becauſe ir might — to be done in honour of the = 
gol, ſo it might grieve the godly, and be an occaſion of falling ro 

come be weak Brother, and harden the Idolaters in their Impiery, A 

his can H Candal taken not given, is when that which is not ſcandalouſſy 

viſh Cet ne. is traduced as ſcandalous either by Error or Calumniation. 

y Error, as when the reſt of 'the + Tribes were offended with the g joſ. 22. 15. 
ribe of Ruben, Gad, and the half Tribe of Manaſſes, for erecting an 
rar upon the Borders of Zoran, which they ſuppoſed to be erected 


indalous 
kinds « 


Genie or Sacrifice, but was indeed only a Memorial that they had a part 

lit is ty the God of 1/rael ; of which, when they were truly inform'd, they 

wn head orrected their Error, they refted ſarisfy d, and all imagination of 0 
> bur: o candal was taken away. By Calumniation, a good thing may e 
1g- bloc med for ſcandalous, as when Chriſt himſelf; to the Diſo bedient W-ũͥgggg 
hould rade a + Stone to ſtumble at, and a Rock of offence. Hitherto what e 


a Wo candal is, and of the kinds of Scandal; now let us apply all this to 
he Church of England. We are accuſed for retaining many ſcanda- 
dus Ceremonies? But is the Standali given; or is ittonly taken d Ifo: 


ſcand e gire any Scandal, let it appvar wherein, and td whom. And firſt. 

Sin, bis there any Ceremony in our Church which is oſ a ſcandalizing ria 

J. Some re > And to begin with the Surplice, Is it a thing in the own na- 

e, are fimply unlawful? not ſo; for thuſe which moſt ſpurn at it both 

beau: + Englund and * Geneva, confeſs it to be a thing in the own nature + 7. <1. 4. p262 , 
becom diferent: And that very Mari whorealled:it +44: Mark and Sacra ben, Eh-. 
, as the mt of Abomination, mteth"thele:veny. Words, * The rar hors; that 3 5 1. p. * 
aptim i line not be Author to any to forfake his Paſtoral Change for- the incon- N 
be 8 -1ence thereof ; and giveth this reaſon, becauſe preaching is tbe 

thrice 


oute Commandment of Gad. an therefore ought not to be laid. aſide | 


ſhould im ple Inconvenience or. Wncomelineſs of 4 thing which in the on 
en pro iure is indifferent; And of che fame Judgmenvis4 Bea; But of all + R:ſpordeo mini- 
he fader things the Croſs in Haptiſm doth moſt ſtick it Men's Minds, let . 57% vdr de. 


endas eccleſias 


e ab theretore:confider vuhether that be of a ſcandalizing nature. Now sis veſtes aut 


lying the Croſs be {imply unlawful, whetein conſiſts this Unlaw¾fulneſs ?:puces, ani ejuſmeds 
ccalion 8: the very mak ing of a Crofs a thing ſo repugnant to Godlineſs. that + navy oy 
that i boſoe ver thall make it, tho it be but with bis Finger, ſhall preſent- gil. 8. 

fern: y Gn 2 but this. to my knowledge no Man objects; for they allowW-W 


2Y 11 
itution 
n ſim- 


in F Banne rsa C oint, and ſuch civil reſpicis. Is there an) thing. .. 
dameable in the thing ſigniſied ꝰ but that without all Controverſy 8 


2 moſt religions Duty. | Whar is it then which is ſo offenſive in the 


eticks roſs > They tell us plainly, that * 2% it be the Mord of Ged that + 7,01 11158 
over, / not be: aſhamed of the Crofs of Cbriſt, yet iti is not the Mord of n 
by G that we ſhould he put in\remembrayce and obſervation of; it by tw] o 9 55 

ed o 


Lines drawnia<cro(s:: And a little befołe, his bringetb in une word” 7 [ 


ng in ino the Cyureh. But I hope my Brethren will contiderabat we uſe it 
„ tbo ot as a thing neceſſary, bat only as a thing indifferent: and i hath 
a " becn declared that the Church may appoint things indifferent, which ; 


are 


ate not commanded in the Word, and yet this is not to bring in 3 
new Word ; or if it be, then all Chriſtian Churches are bringers in 


(4) T. C. 16. 


- tions of Men with ebe S. teramenti of God. And why ſo? we teach that 
ſuch as are baptiz d without croſſing have the full perfection of Bap. 
(6) Luke x. 59. 6. not as a part of Baptiſm. In the old Law they named the () Child 


() Cal. Ep. 302. 


4) Adm. & Te. 
pag. 617. 
(e] Rom. 4. 11. 


Of Scandal, 


of a new Word. But they think that this is to (a) mingle the Inver. 
a Child is perfectly baptiz d before he be croſs d, and weconfeſs that 
tiſm: And tho' we make a Sign at the time of Baptiſm; yet we doi 


at Circumciſion, as we do at Baptiſm, Was this to mingle the Inven- if 
tion of Man with the Sacraments of God? The Church of (c) Geneva in 
uſeth Godfathers, ſhall this alſo be in the ſame condemnation? But M 
this croſſing (they ſay) is ſuperſtitiouſly and wickedly to make a new dc 
Sacrament. For (d) anſwer whereunto,may i pleaſe them to remember, Wi te! 
that every ſigniſicant Sign is not a Sacrament. For a Sacrament pro- an 
perly is a (e) Sign and a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, that is, of Ar 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed unto us, and apprehended by a wi 
true and a lively Faith. And therefore a Sacramenr is not only a Sign C 
to ſignify, bur alſo a Seal of the living God, eſtabliſhing our Hears of 
in che Covenant of Grace. Whereby it is apparent that the Croſs is WW th: 
far different from a Sacrament; for it is not a Seal, but only a Sign; ta. 
not commanded of the Lord, but appointed by the Churen; not asa the 


Goal. Annot. in 


Oy. Epiſt. 56, 


7 Deut. 2 1. 23. 


Title of their glorious Meſſias, and many of the Gentiles did (corn 


* $Gal. 3. 13. 


ſing, aſcending and m—__ Glory, bur they rejoiced in his Crols, 


So ; & lib. I. 
pig. 170. 
' F lbidem, 


' Chriſt crucify'd, and ſo tho he diſlike the means, he commendeth the 


wards abuſed and perverted to evil. For Ceremonies depend upon 


Croſs is not us'd; doth call it plainly a thing indifferent. Let us now 
conſider whether it be ſcandalous in reſpect of the Uſe. And firſt, 


reproach the Children of God with it, the Chriſtians ſer the Sign of 
the fame God. And this the great Controler of our Church confeſſeth 


confirmation of his Covenant, but as a memorial of our Duty. Where- 
fore ir doth not appear to be of a ſcandalizing nature, and therefore 
a wiſe and * judicious Man living in Reformed Churches where the Th 


dare any Man affirm that it was deviſed to a ſcandalous end ? That 
doth not appear, but rather the contrary. For among the Jews to die 
upon 4 Tree was a curſed Death, and among the Romans the Deathof 
the Croſs was full of Reproach. Wherefore: the Jews ſeeing the pot 
eſtate of Chriſt, and his ſhameful Death, did think him unworthy rhe 


to believe in a crucify'd God. But the true Chriſtians rejoiced f i 
the Croſs of Chriſt, that is, in Chriſt crucified, not only in Chriſt fi- 


that is, in his Death and Paſſion which he ſuffered upon the 'Crols; 
for his Humiliation is our Exaltation, his Death our Life, his Crols 
our Crown, his Reproach our Glory. And whereas the Heathen did 
it in their Foreheads, * to teſtify char they were not therefore aſham'd if 
to be done of a f good Mind to keep amongſt them an open profeſſion 5 
end. Vet I confeſs tho ir were deviſed to a good end, it was after- 


the Doctrine, eſpecially of the Free- grace of God and Meritsof Let 


ers i o lone as this Doctrine is preſerved pure, the Ceremony is pure, 
. mA b Doctrine declineth, the Ceremony is perverted; and rhere- 
ſs that the Croſs without | Superſtition, "becauſe the Doctrine of the Merits of cap. 15. 
f Bap. cl preſerved them from-error which afterward crept in. When ” 
e don Doctrine was eorrupted, no marvel 'if the Ceremony were defiled, as 
Child it came to paſs in Popery, where it was very ſcandalouſſy abuſed. But 
if it were ſcandalous only im reſpect of the Abuſe, then the Abuſe be- 
5 ing removed, the Scandal it ſelf is likewiſe removed, Now can any 
But Man ſay, that it is abuſed in rhe Church of England? For do we a- 
WT Gore it with Divine Worſhip ? All the World may know that we de- 
ember, WW tef and abhor All fuck abomination. © Do we ſuperſtiriouſly aſcribe 
it pro- Wl any Grace or Virtue unto it p let our very Enemies be out Judges. 
is, of And ſurely if the Purity of Doctrine preſerve from Superſtition; then 


| by a who can accuſe the Church of England, wherein the Doctrine of 
a Sign Chriſt is ſo purely taught as ever it was in any Church upon the face 
Jeans of the earth ſince the Apoſtles time? Bur peradvenrure they will fay, _ 
roſs is that our Church doth uſe ĩt ſcandalouſly in reſpect of ſome circam» - 

Sign; ſtances of time, perſon or place. Indeed we ule it in the Church ar 
ot as 2 the time of Baprifm; às our Forefathers have done before us; which 
{heres lud either in or near the Apoſtolick Age: But that we uſe irſcanda- . 
refore luſly, we utterly deny. For who are they which are ſcandaliz d? 
re the They “ anſwer, that the Papiſts are ſiome weak ang ſome obſtinate : ¶ In the unfold- 
$ now Weak; which have made ſome ſtep to the Go A and yet are'not ing of the Popes 
d firſt fully ſcour'd from their former ruſt: And rHefe ev img think Attire made by 
Thar WW that the Sacraments ger reverence by the Ceremonies, as namely by 7am Miniſters 
to die the Croſs and Surplice: And that they want ſome thing they Would Tc. Vide Arch. 
ath of have, where theſe are not uſed. In which Error they are ſaid ro be . p. 252. 

. ſtrengthen d by our ufing of them. And the Stubborn and-Obftinzre 

ny the do hereby rake occafiorr (as is ſuppoſed) to — the Goſpel, and 

(corn vo hope that the reſt of their Trumpery ſhall likewiſe in time be x- 

d+ in dir d. And by this means they grow hardend and frozen in their 

iſt ri- reg. But if the Papiſts be weak and not wilful, rhere is great hope Beza EàS. 
Cros, bar as they have already made ſome ſtep from popiſh Opinions b | 

Irols; means of good Inſtruction; ſo theſe filly Imaginations may lik wi 

Crols by the like means in time be remov d. Por this doth not inforte - 

en did n aboliſhing of Ceremonies, but it requireth more Diligence in In- 

ign ol I truction. And forthe ſtubborn Papiſts which ſtop their EFarsagainſt 
14a laſtruction, we need not regard tbem. When the Pharitees were 


diſpleas d with the Diſeiples of Chriſt for eating with unwafhed. 
Hands, Chriſt render'd a ſufficient reaſon in defence of their fact; 


che i bur che Phariſees notwirhſtanding were offended; then Chriſf an- 

after ſwer d : f Let them alont; they be blind . Hin, ant 
upon blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the direb. This e e 
brit. A o our Papiſts. which being blind themſelves, go about to corrupt o 


ers with their blind Opinions; but we will let them alone, and re- 
| FOES turn 


Of Stadl. . 


tre ® Coulartius affirmerh, that che old Chriſtians did uſe the Sign of * pra | 


40 =” "Of... Scandal. | 
turn to our weak Brethren ;,. To whom ;Bexg-anfweretls ; That 4% 
4 vain thing to pretend Weakueſs.in that. Kingdem where the Giſpe! 
_ © hath been already, ſo many Years both preached and received, and confun. 
1 ed by the Blood of. ſo many meſt excellent Martyrs. But the. Godly are 
It! much griev'd at our Ceremonies; Surely. it is great pity that the 
1 . Godly ſhould be griev d at that which is lawful: Our latent is not 
to grieve them, but rather that we may go with them hand in hard 
* 124. wits And do our Duty with all Joy and Comfort: Ar * Geneva ſome god- 
C dini. ly Brethren were griev'd at the Wafer - cake, yet they did not there- 
ſore cancel the Publick Conſtitutions of their Church, but Calvin did 
inſtruct the Weak in the, nature of things, indifferent, and ſo they 
learned to comfort and content themſelves. If they urge us with the 
!- Mat. 18.6. Saying of our Saviour; + Mheſqever Hall offend one of theſe little one 
which believeth in me; it were better for bim that a milſtone were hang 
4 ed about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the ſea; l 
1 may be anſwer d, that Chriſt ſpeaketh of ſuch Offenders as by their 
1 3 own default give offence unto others, and therefore Calvin upon this 
4 4+ Mat. 1. place doth excellently. define Scandal (given) + Si quis neſtra culpa wel 
$11 impingit, vel abducitur 4 refto,curſu, vel tardatur, eum dicimur offin. 
dere: Now. if any be offended with our Ceremonies, it is their own 
fault, and not to be imputed to the Church of England. Neitheris 
a Church bound upon every pretended Offence, preſently to alter her 
publick Decrees; for that were nothing elſe, but ridiculous lerity. 
© Indeed it is the Duty of every Church, carefully to provide that no 
thing be decreed which may miniſter juſt,occahion of Offence : And 
- i++» Jikewiſe.ro eſtabliſh her Ceremonies with ſuch ſufficient Cautions and 
_ © Clearneſsof Doctrine, as may prevent ſo far as is poſſible all ſiniſtet 
1 Conſtructions and taking of Offence: Which Points are already in 
{ig es, ch manner perform'd by the Church of England. But it will be 
i Tep 
14 6 


y'd,. That many things are lawful which are not expedient; 
Mears offered to Idols were lawful, yet evil to him that eateth oſſen- 
14 ſively. So aur Garments may be lawful, yet evil to him that weai- 
1 eth chem offenſively. So the Croſs may be lawful, yer evil to them 
N that uſe it offenſively. And tho the Offence cometh by the Weaknels 
of our Brother, yet Charity binds us to refrain from that which o 

*1Cor. 8 13. fendeth our Brother. And they ſtand. much upon * Paul's Proteſta- 
tion: That he would eat no fleſh ſo lang as the World ſtandetb, rather 

than he would offend his Brother, The Anſwer whereunto may be 

this; that the Caſe is unlike : For firſt thoſe Meats whereof St. Pau 

doth ſpeak, were matters of private action of common life: But we 

ſpeak of the Publick Ceremonies of our Church. Secondly, St. Pau 

was at his own choice, no Law reſtraining his Liberty; but our Ce, 

remonies are commanded by lawful Authority. Thirdly, St Pa 

by forbearing Fleſh;did prejudice none bur himſelf ; but we in tor 

bearing the Ceremonies ſhould 182 ice the Authority of the Prince 

Fourthly, St. Pauls Practice did further, and not hinder. the courſes 
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lis Miniſtry 3 but as the cafe now ſtandeth, our refuſal of Ceremonies 

might be a means to filence our ſelves, and to ſtop the courſe of our 

preaching, which is a Duty fo —— that it may not be omitted. 

o not for fear of a Scandal. Fifthly, though the eating of thoſe 

Meats were offenſive to ſome, yet the not eating we do not find to have 

deen offenſive to any: But in our Ceremonies ſome are offended. 

becauſe they are uſed, and ſome are offended becauſe they are nor 

led, and that more juſtly, becauſe the not uſing of a thing ſo com- 

manded is diſobedience to the Prince, and may prove a very ſcanda- 

ous and pernicious Example. If they ſay, that Charity bindeth me 

o reſpect the one; I anſwer, that e ſame Charity bindeth me to 

regard the other; And Duty bindeth me to honour and obey my 

Prince, Wherefore in a mixt Congregation whar ſhall I do? for both 

will be offended : The one if I uſe them, rhe other if I uſe them nor. 

Furely in ſuch a caſe I think it my part, after fervent Prayer, diligent 

Sudy, and Chriſtian Conference, to conſult with mine own — 

ſcience; and finding the thing commanded, to be no way contrary 

to the Word of God, I will hold it my Duty to obey my Prince. And 

25 for thoſe which ſhall be offended with my fact, Iwill in the Spirit 

of Meekneſs, both publickly and privately, render them a reaſon of 

my doing, inſtructing them from time to time in the Doctrine of 

things indifferent, and the Duty of a Subject to his Prince, But if 

they will not be thus ſatisfy d, if they refuſe to harken, and ſtill con- 

tinue ſtiff in their own Opinions, let them rake heed leſt the Say ing 

of Aquinas may be apply d unto them: Concerning the * Scandal of + Aquin. ;s Ep. 

little ones, (faith he) we muſt obſerve that for the avoiding thereof, 4 4d Rem. c. 14. 

Man is boumd to defer ebe uſe of lawful things ſo long, till the Scandal lect. a. 

may be remov'd by a reaſon-render'd : But if the — being render d, 

the Scandal doſtill remain, now it ſeemeth not to proceed of Ignorance 

or Infirmity, but of Malice: And ſo ſhall belong to the Scandalof Phariſees, 
36. Moreover ſome are ſo tender that they are offended not only 

a things formerly abuſed; bur even at the Names of vaniſhed Abuſes. 

The * Months of the Year were ſomerimesdedicated ro heathen Idols, ifdor. J. 5. | 

this very Month, wherein I ſpeak, to f June; the + Days to the 77. 3% 4. 4 * 

Planers, this very day to the S. Our * Chronicles teſtiſy that Med- tf c.22 | 

ne/day and Friday were ſo called of Hoden and Frea, the Idols of the : 1fidor. . 5. 

Saxons, All thoſe Names were impoſed and abuſed ro Idolatry: But . 3% , 4 

(hall we therefore think that all which uſe theſe Names ſpeak ſcan- Sexy poi HT 

dalouſiy by countenancing Idolatry?ꝰ It may be that ſome of our-giie, ub. 1. 

Churches called by the Names of Saints, had their Names not only | 

as Memorials, but were alſo ſuperſtitiouſſy dedicated to the Honour 

of Saints, and'ſhall it therefore now be imagined that the very ue 

of theſe Names is a ſcandalous point / God forbid. The: Superſti · 

tion and Idolatry are worn away, the Names remain only as civil 

Names, and may be ſo uſed for diſtinction fake, as may be juſtiſied 1 

by Scripture, For the Prophet Daniel was called Be/tefbazzar ac-.s pan Rs, q 
| G cording 
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* Dan. 4; 16. 
1 Act 17. 19. 


2 Acts 28. 11. 


* Chriſoſt, in 
At. 


impos'd, may be us'd for diſtinction fake without Scandal. Many 


Names of vaniſhed Abuſes. 
cording to the Name of the God of Nabuchodonoſer, yet the Prophet 
inſpir'd by the Spirit of God, ſpeaking of himſelf, calleth himſelf 
Belteſbaxzar. The City of Athens was ſo nam'd of Pallas, and 
therein was a Street called the Street of F Mars, both which Names 

roceeded from Idolatry; yer who can accuſe St. Luke of ſpeaking 
ſcandalouſly in calling the City Athens, and the Street the Street of 
Mars > St. Paul ſailed in a Ship of Alexandria whoſe Badge was 
+ Caſtor and Pollux, which (as St. * Chriſoſtome truly obſerveth) were 
Idols. Yer St. Luke's Pen did not write ſcandalouſly in deſcribing 
the Ship by the Names of Caſtor and Pollux. Neither was it a ſcan- 
dalous point in St. Paul to ſail in the Ship, for St. Luke uſed the Name 
only hiſtorically as a civil Name of diltinction, and St. Paul knew 
that the Earth is the Lord's and all that therein is. And therefore in 
the Tempeſt he did not invocate Caſtor and Pollux, bur the true God, 
Wherefore the Names of Times, Places, and Perſons, ſcandalouſy 


take offence ar their Brethren for uſing the Names of Chriſtmas, Can. 

dlemas, and the like; as though it were a ſcandalous piece of Pope- 
ry: But admit that theſe Feſtivities had their Names of the Maſs, 
(tho ſome learned Men are of another Opinion) yet ſuppoſe it were 
ſo ; thoſe that are offended with this Word Chri/tmas, as favouring 
Popery, might be offended with Belreſhazzar as favouring Paganiſm, 
Bur they will ſay, it reneweth the Memory of the abominable Mas; 
be it ſo, and withal it may renew the Memory of our Delivery from the- 
Maſz. So the Names of the Days of the Week may put us in 
mind - how this Land was ſometimes drowned in Paganiſm : And 
the ſame may put us in mind how it hath 2 God to de- 
liver us from Paganiſm. Wherefore though Men in ſuch points 
may uſe their liberty, yet in ſuch peremptory manner to con- 
demn their Brethren is againſt Charity. And thus much of Scan- 
dal. | , 

7. Laſtly, they propoſe us the pattern of Reform'd. Churches, 
which have rejected theſe Ceremonies, as though it were our Duty | 
therein to follow them. The Words of the Admonition are theſe : n 
Is a Reformation good for France? And can it be evil for England? 
Is Diſcipline meet for Scotland, and is it unprofitable for this Realm? 
Surely God hath ſet theſe Examples before your Eyes, to encourage 
you, &c, Concerning the Reformed Churches, I beſeech God to 
pour his Bleſſings and Spirit upon them, and make them like the 
thouſands of Manaſſes, and the ten thouſands of Ephraim. It is true, 
they have rejected ſome Ceremonies which we retain ; the things 
were indifferent, and they have uſed their Chriſtian Liberty in refu- 
fing them: And we the like Liberty in uſing them. Bur why ſhould o 
we be bound to their Example? Indeed in the ſame Nation, and e 
under the ſame Government, it is fit there ſhould be an Uniformity; W":c 


and therefore whereas the Jews in the Provinces kept the 1 a 
| | url 
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em, but profeſſeth that it is againſt Equiry * that the Church of Ge- 
ra ſhould prejudice others. And again, ſuch a kind of t Froward- + Cal. » arg. » 
tels (faith he) is'a moſt miſchievous Plague, when we would have the #4 Ga. 


purim upon the fourteenth Day of the Month Adar, and pews 
in Sbuſpan upon the fifteenth ; Mordocheus authoriſed by the 
reduced them to an Uaiformity by injoining them both Days. But 
diverlicy of Rites in divers Churches independent doth no harm, 
where there is an Unity of Faith: Ir only ſhews that the King's 
Daughter, ſo that ſhe be glorious within, may be clothed with Gar- 
ments of changeable Colours. Vet we cannot bur marvel that Men 
will urge us to conformity with foreign Churches to which we owe 
no Subjection, and will not conform themſelves ro their own Mo- 
ther the Church of England, in whoſe Boſom they live, and whereof 
they are Members. Bur to whom ſhall we conform our ſelves, and 
whoſe Pattern ſhall we follow ? for the Reformed Churches differ 
one from another, as hath been in part declared in their celebration 
of Holidays. Peradventure they will ſay that we muſt follow the 
beſt. Bur how ſhall we know which are beſt, unleſs the Reformed 
Churches would have a general Meeting in a publick Council, and 
make us a final derermination ? and yer peradventure that would 
not be void of Inconvenience ; for that ke be beſt for one, which 
i; not beſt for another. If in this caſe we ſhould be ry'd to follow © 
the moſt antient, then Geneva ir ſelf muſt be caſt in another mould, 
vhich our Reprovers will not allow to be of equal perfection. Bur 
whatſoever our Reformers ſay, it is clear that they have always one 
eye ix d upon the face of Geneva, yet Geneva hath ſome popiſh Or- 
ders (if you call all Orders popiſh, which have been us d in Popery) as 
well as we; as hath been declared in their Cuſtom of Godfathers 
nd Godmothers ; and ſome popiſh Orders they keep, which are not 
mpos'd upon us in the Church of England, as the Wafer-cake, which 
ws more ſcandalouſly abuſed in Popery, than any thing that we en- 
pin, yea than the Croſs it ſelf. For the Wafer Cake was not only 


made an Idol, but ſuch an Idol as did aboliſh the very ſubſtance of It ſball ace 
te Lord's Supper: But the Croſs howſoever it was abuſed, yet it {4 the Bread 
ud not diminith the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; but the Subſtance re- 
mained wholly, even in the Darkneſs of Popery. Moreover, Calvin ar the Table, Cc. 
im(elf doth not require, that other Churches ſhould follow their Pat- bo — 
Cal. Ex. 118. 


Of Conformity to other Reformed Churches, 5 Ul 


ing Eſther 9. 21. 


8s Is u- 
ſually to be eaten 


ke the anner of one Church to pR___ in place of an Univerſal Law. In 


e Wiſdom and Modeſty of the Church of 


true, ich point, ſingular is t 55 
things gland; which in treating of Ceremonies, ſaith, + In theſe our doings * Treatiſe of 
S U . : - .* emonies. ; 
refu * condemn no other Nations, nor preſcribe any thing bur to our own Peo- 


ſhould n): For we think it convenient, that every Country ſhould uſe ſuch 


„ and. ename: as they ſhall think beſt to the ſetting forth of God's Honour 
mit); WW" Glory, &c. And although Heluetian and French Cities follow the 
aſt of Frick of Geneva, and ſhould find it commodious, yet that will 
Purim r prove that it is either neceſſary or convenient for the Church of 


G 2 | England. 


44 One Church not tied to the Pattern of another. 
England. For there is great difference between a lar Stare 
ſtats Kingdom : Berween ſmall Territories 2 "har: 
nions ; Between the School of Geneva and the renown'd Univerſries 
of Oxford and Cambridge. Neither is any Man to be offended with 
3 ft. lib. s. the diverſity of Ceremonies in divers Countries; for as * Sorrare; 
te declarech, thoſe antient Churches which embraced the ſame Religion 
hac notwithſtanding Variety of Ceremenies. And it is well ſaid of 
+ Greg-epiſt. lib. 1.  Gregorie, In una fide nibil officit ſantte aocieſiæ conſuet udo diverſa. 
cap, 41. Moreover Saint Auguſtin's Mother, having uſed when ſhe was in 
+ Aug.ep.86, Africk to faft upon the Saturday, + and coming to Milan where that 
44 Caſulan, was not obſeryed, was doubtful hat to do: Wherenpon her Son 4u- 
tin asked Saint Ambroſe, who anſwered : When I am here at Milan, 


I go not faft upon the Saturday: And when 1 am at Rome I faſt up 
the Saturday: And unto what Church foever you ſhall come, keep the 
cuſtom of it, if you be willing neither to take nor give ſcandal. And 
St. Auguſtin adviſed Caſulauus when there are divers cuſtoms in the 
ſame Countrey, to follew them to whom the Regiment of the Peu. 
Mat ple is committed, and to “ conform himſelf to his own Biſhop. 
end Wherefore it appearerh firſt, that divers Countreys profetling the ſame | 
gued facit ipſe e . 5 
jine ls ſcrupalo Religion, may have divers Ceremonies. Secondly, that in Churches 40 
C—— independent, one is not bound of neceſſity to follow an other. i 
e, 448: Had. Thirdly, that it is the duty of every private Man to conform himſelf f 
to rhe laudable cuſtoms of the Church wherein he liveth. Hitheno p 
we have ſeen rhe Archers ſtiooting at the Church of Eugland, but 10 
Gen. 4s. God is her buckler, and rhe Almighty is her Protection. f So ber 10 
bow abideth ftrong, and the Hands of her Arms are ſtrengthened by the w 
Hands of the Almighty God of Facob. And thus far of the confu- la 
rarion. 8 8 l 
- © the Ezhortation, 38. And now my dear Brethren, let me exhort you in the Name , 
of the Lord Jeſus, to perform all holy Obedience to God and the } 
Prince, For what is it which with-holdeth you from the chearful y 
diſcharge of ſo gracious a dy ? If the ſuppoſed blemiſhes of out it 
Church be inconveniences only, how dare you difturb the Peace of ye 
the Church for bare inconveniences > The Communion Bread of * 14 
Ber i wes Geneva ſeemed inconvenient to Calvin: Vet he adviſed his Friend jec 
* nor to make any tumult for a thing indifferent : And the ſame coun on 
ſe] which he gave to other, he followed himſelf. In another place ne: 
* Calv. exit. the 1 Bells at burial did feem inconvenient, yet -Calvin wiſhed up 
them if it could not be obtained that the Prince would remit it, ): thi 
not to be clamorous or contentious for ſuch a matter. In another place Gc 
the Holidays and other Ceremonies did ſeem inconvenient, and Cals 11 
3 376. vin being asked, — this anſwer, at Tho' a mnt # 
e ſhould bring offence and draw matters of foul conſequence after it, tt w 
euere, Ee it ſelf 15 er repugnant to God's Avi it may be yielded unto, «ff You 
repugnar, concedi Cially where the greater part prevaileth, in which caſe he that 1. ung ret 
we. member of that body can proceed no further, In England that Leareq u 
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Examples of Calvin and Biſhop Fett. 47 
222 deny the wearing of his epiſcopal Ornametes, + AR. & nu. 


*. 
ate and 


Domi | 
rerfiie but * Calvin did counſel him nor to ſtand ſo ſtifly a the cap and c 2... 


ed with the cocher. And Calvin anſwering to certain queſtions of Diſcipline, a. & veſte li. 
/ v 

\eligion light ſornples from 3 And he proteſted co che n 2 : 

ſaid of Engliſh Chu Fr for d, that 4 external rite⸗ de did ſoew adeo ipſum pugna - 

diverſq, himſelf eaſie and flexible. Wherefore I with that you which in other 3 nuper 

was in things ſo „ the Perſon of Calvin, would in this 1 x . 

ere that point follow che d judgment, grave counſel, and rractable diſpo· * cal. ep. 200. . 

Jon Au- ſion of Calvin. But if you ſuppoſe choſe things which are impoſed f 

Milan, upon you to be impieties : Then you-difienc from M. Calois,who tho 

ft upon he cenſur d many things in our Church ſoinewhar i ſharply, yer he f Biden. 

eep the confeſſed that chere was no manifeſt inapiety, and therefore the 

And poled blemiſhes of aur Church he accounted and rermed tolerable : 

in the But if you eſteem them ingolerable ; remember you are Men, conſi- 

ne Peo. WW der that you may de deceived; and therefore examine your grounds 

Biſhop. e iy, and carry this Chriftign Mind, 1 

he ſame forlake your felvesto-fdllow'rhe 'T ruth. It you be led hy enample, 

wrches and pin your judgment upon other Men's ſlee ves, you muſt he content 

other. io be told, hat an injury you do to the Church of England, in ſuf- 

himſelf ſering the Opinions of private Men to ovet - ballance with you the | 
lber publick determination nt ſuch a National Church. - But if you wwill” | | 
ad, bur nceds look upon examples, then bebold the former examples of Cab : | 
So ber vin, and of that glorious Martyr Maſter Hooper, who tho dhe did long | | 
19 — withitand, yet was not ſo wedded to his pwn Opinion, but that at | 
confu- 


lat after long conferenee, ke reformed himſelf, and yeilded to the | —M 
publick judgment of the Church of England. |. 7 | | 


Name 32. It you rely upon reaſons artificially deduced; are they probe-- 
nd the e or demonſtrative ꝰ If probabilicies only, whar'truth.is:chere in che 
hearful World ſo ſound, but a carping wit may ſind ſome ilicies againit 
of our it? The holy Scripture hach been oppugned, tho wirbout all rruth, Ml 
* ok yet with ſome probability. © And reaſon it ſelf can borrow « reaſon fran | 


nature, to reaſon againſt Faith. But how- ſhall. the conſcience of aSub-- | „ 
ect be * 1 commandment of his Prince up- 85 | 


Triend 


coun on deceiveable probabilities ꝰ Ladeed, if yon can produce any:agc 
r place ncceffary and demonſtrative reaſon, to prove thar:rhe dings impoſed | 
wiſhed upon you ate contrary to God's word, then ãt muſt needs beicontedled,. | 
it, 9e that you are bound in conſcience to refrain: For we muſt rather obey + 
place God than Man. But urhat if you think a reaſon to ba neceſſary when it | 


d Cal. is not? May not you he taken for ſuch as have unneceſſarily traubled 


1791-0 the Church af Bod? Your reaſdni but of Seripmre againſt pur Grdors, | 
get. when they come: co che ſcanning, proye no fach matters af neceiſity as | 
„ eſße you pretend. Ag for example jthole places which you urge in fuch pe | 
only remptory- manner for the Jay'*Presbytery,wherem.contterh the Life · gee perpetust⸗- 
* F aud Soul of your defired Diſcipline; And whoſoever — Government, 

he. 
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7 Rom. 14. 14. 


The erronious Conſcience muſt be ręformed. 
the quotations of your admonitions to the Parliament, ſhall find them 
in ſome part violations of God's holy word. What is it to abuſe 


the Majeſty of Scripture, if this be not? irq 
40. But peradventure you will reply, that howſoeyer your argy. 


ments be in themſelves, yet to you they ſeem invincibly to conclude 
our Orders to be-unlawful : According to the ſaying of St. Paul, 14 


. know and am perſwaded through the Lord Feſus, that there is nothing in- 


clean of it ſelf, but unto him that judgeth any thing to be unclean, to him 
it is unclean. In regard whereof, many of you pretend that the con. 


 formity required is againſt your conſcience : But beware left this 


- conſcience 


conſcience *r an erroneous conſcience. If you ſay that an erroneous 
indeth ſo far, that whatſoever is done againſt it is fin in 

the doer, and therefore tho conformity in it ſelf were lawful, yet be 
cauſe you judge ir unlawful, in you it were ſin: If this be your te- 
ply, then tell me I pray you, whether the error of the conſcience 
rake away the fin of the Soul in diſobeying the lawful commandment 
of lawful Authority? If it be clear that it do nor, becauſe tranſgreſſi- 
on is tranſgreſſion, and fin is fin, tho an erroneous conſcience cry a 
thouſand times to the contrary. Then ſee I beſeech you into what 
-perplexities you caſt your ſelves. If you ſhould conform, you tellus 
that you ſhould fin, becauſe it is againſt your conſcience z and if you 
do not conform, we muſt tell you that you fin, becauſe it is unjuſtif- 
able diſobedience. Thus if your conſcience upon juſt trial ſhall prove 
-erroneous, you are every way inſnared and intangled: Bur if you 
ſtand upon the clearing of your conſcience, as tho ir were void of 
all error, then ler it ſo appear by the holy Scripture, and let not ſuch 
vehement afficmations be ſupported by ſuch weak and feeble induce- 
ments. It behoveth you which withſtand rhe Ceremonies eſtabliſhed 
by the ſacred: Authority of ſuch a religious Prince, and ſuch a Nati- 
-onal Church, to ſtand upon ſuch pregnant and infallible proofs, as 
may undoubtedly perſwade the conſcience that the things command- 
ed are unlawful: Or if you cannot, then (without all queſtion) you 
are bound in conſcience to reform your conſcience, or at leaſt to ſu- 
ſpend your judgment. But how ſhall this be done ? If heretofore you 
have fixed both Eyes __ the one fide, vouchſafe now to caſt one 
Eye upon the Learning, Wiſdom, and Graviry of the other. If here- 
tofore you have greedily devoured the Books of the one, vouchſaſe 
now without prejudice to read and conſider what is ſaid by the other. 
If heretofore you have looked upon your own reaſons thro' the va- 
pour of affection, and therefore have conceived them to be greater 
and goodlier than in truth they were : Diſpel now all miſts and 
clouds of partiality, and pray to God in humility, that his precious 
truth may ſhine unto you. If you do thus, then peradventure thoſe 
reaſons which hererofore ſeem'd Giants in your Eyes, may prove 
like little Dwarfs,and thoſe which heretofore obtruded themſelves, ro 
a mind ſophiſticate with partiality as demonſtrations, may periups 
| | | _ aPpPea, 


| Humulity to be imbraced. © 47 
bear to a pure and ſingle Eye, nothing elſe but ſlender and ſilly 8 
F-Qions. And for the better performance, let me intreat you to 

ave always one Eye fixed upon the nature of things indifferent, and 

te other upon the duty of a Subject to his Sovereign. 


. 


ind them 
to abuſe 


ur Argus 41. Some Men will ſay that they could be content to yield, but 

conclude Wnly becauſe they have ſo long withſtood by Preaching and Practi- 

Pau, IH Hag the contrary. - Thoſe Men in fo laying, approve the Orders of 

bing m- e Church of England for lawful, and condemn their own former and 

n, to hin Ceſent reſiſtance for unlawful * And therefore if they carry ſo tender 

che con. conſcience as they pretend, why then do they not leave that dif- - 

left this WWhedicnce which their conſcience judgeth unlawful, and imbrace that 

roneous ¶ bedience wbich they know to be lawful ? Bur they imagine that in 

is ſin in o doing their credit ſhould be blemiſhed with a note of inconſtancy. EA 


yet bes 
/OUr te- 
nſcience 
ndment 


tho it were any credit to be conſtant in evil things, or any diſ- 

redir to change for the better. Indeed a good Name is a precious 
intent, and a good report is much to be regarded: But if the que- 
on come between you and the Prince, the Church, and the Laws 


grefli nder which you live, I hope it is no diſparagement for you, to bow, 

e cry a Wo bend, and to learn obedience. And I would wiſh.that ſuch Men 

0 What plich ſer ſo high a price upon their own reputation would propoſe 

a tells to themſelves the example of St. * Paul,” who: ſought. not his own Cor. 10.33. 

| if you oft, but the profit of many, that they might be ſaved. To ſeek the. 

njuſtii- {Wood of an other is Charity. To ſeek the Glory of Chriſt is Piety. 

| prove To prefer our own credit before our obedience to the Prince in a 

if you rater of this narure is Pride and Arrogancy. Behold. the gracious. 

void of mility of Fob, F Lo I will lay my- Hand upon my Mouth, I. have ſpo- F Job 39. 38. 
ot ſuch en once yet will I anſwer no more; yea twice, yet will. I proceed no fur- 

nduce- ber, Of all the famous Works of Saint Auſtin not one of them hath 

bliſhed urchaſed him greater Glory, than his + retractations, wherein he dili- 1 
| Nati- ently collecteth his former errors, and ingenuouſly reformeth them. mtg ET” 
jofs, as es Saint Auſtin having followed Saint Cyprian in expounding a | 

mand- pace of Scripture, and afterward finding a better expoſition.in Tyco-.. 

1) you uw the Donatiſt, did forſake both Cyprian and himſelf, and thought 

to ſu- t no diſcredit to revoke his former Opinion. If you have the humili- 

4 you of Saint Auſtin, you would rather ſeek Jeſus Chriſt than your. 

aſt one 


f here- 
ichlafe 
other. 
je Ya- 


Wn credit. And ſuch Ingenuous dealing would be honourable in. 
be Eyes of true judgment. If Saint Auſdin forſook his own errors. 
0 follow a truth difcovered by a Donatiſt, how much more ſhould 
jou imbrace the truth, being diſcovered. unto you by the Reverend 
athers of our Church. 5 7 


Freater 42. Some perhaps will ſay, they could be content in reſpect of. 
ts and bemſelves, but they refrain in regard of the People. But who are 
_ bey which have ſo miſperſwaded the People? Have not ſundry of ; 
> thoſe 


jou in > audience diſgraced the Government of our Church as., 
Inichriſtian, and advanced your own defired Diſcipline; as the Or- 
nance of God ꝰ Haye you not framed the conceits of the People to 

55 imagine 


prove 
ves, to 
erhapz 


bei 


'+John 21. rs. 


I Cor. 9. 16. 


7 Kom. 13. 1. 


I vi my Brethren of the Miniſtry would conſider theſe Inducement 


deen inform d by a Minifter of his acquaintance) wherher a Gold 
ment was, that as the Gold Ring is rather better without the Straw, 

ſo the Goſpel were better without the Ceremonies; yet he did not 
compare our Ceremonies ro Venom or Poiſon, which might make 


them matters of ſome Inconvenience, but not of any infectious or 


Moti ves to Confarmny.” - 
imagine that they verily behold and ſee the whole current of the 
Scriptute running that way d Have not your invectives againſt the 
Church of England beenas a burning fire in their boſom? Therefore 
it behoveth you which hererofore have been Ring-leaders to diſobe- 
dience, hereafter ro fhew your (elves perſwaders and patterns of obe- 
dience: And as heretofore being miſfed your ſelves, you have miſled. 
others, fo being reſolved your ſelves, it is your duty to reſolve other, 
And our hope is, that thoſe which are otherwiſe minded, the Lord 
will in time reveal it unto chem. For the furtherance whereof 


following | K 955 | | 
43. Firft, rhe Charge which Chriſt gave to Peter, f Peter, dif 
thou love me? feed my Lambs, & c. If the Love of the Lord Jeſus be 
in you, forfake not the Lambs which he hath bought with his pre 
cious Blood. Will you leave a matter of ſubſtance, for à matter of 
Ceremony? a matter of Neceffity for a matter of Indifferency ? Alas 
dearly beloved, *rhere is a neceſſity laid upon us, and woe be to me 
if I preach nor the Goſpel. A grave and learned Divine, and one 
that favout d your Reformation, would ſomerimes demand, (as hare 


Tz —= mg es > 2, *9, oy who we, os 


2.2 


Ring were to be refus d for a Stra w oleaving unto ir d So his Judg- 


SS 222 


the Gold Ring to be refus d, but only to a Straw: So he thought 


dangerous confequence. If you my Brethren will but obſerve this 
Moderation, then I truſt you will not forfake the preaching of the 
Goſpel, which is a Ring ot Gold; although there were cleaving um 
to it a Ceremony (as it were) of Straw.  _. 

44. Secondly, remember rhe Commandment of God: + Let er- of 
ry Soul be ſubject to the higher Powers. Behold the face of our gta- 10 


cüĩous Sovereign, and conſider what a Grief it muſt needs be uno & 
him, ro ſee thoſe which are indued with Learning and Virtue, not Ct 
to have learned the Virtue of Obedience. We all acknowledge bim rig 
to be Supreme Governour over all Perſons, and Cauſes Eccleſiaſti pr 
cal and Temporal : Is he Governour of all Perſons, and ſtall be M 
not govern you Do you acknowledge him Governour over 21 c. 
Cautes, and" ſhall he not appoint you whether your Garments ſhall ſel 
be black or white, round or ſquare? Shall we teach the People the 
Obedience, and be our ſelves Examples of Diſobedience? 1 pr¹ are 
you be adviſed in your courſes, and wiſely weigh with your {cv the 
that ſolemn Oath which you have taken ro the Prince's Suptemac lan 
when you received Degrees Aeademical, or holy Orders Minilt niſ 
rial, or any Inſtitution to ſpirirual Promotion in the Church of Enge the 
lan d, and- confider without Partialiry, whether rheſe your Pe (ci: 


ceedings be correſpondent to your Oath or no. 45. Third: 


8 
57 


» 


Motives to Conformity. 15 
is. Thirdly, regard hour Mother the Church of England ſo wailing 
1 5 ging = hands to ſee ſuch diſtraction ' 1 Ee own bowels, 

ſuch-glorious Stars to loſe their light, ſuch links to be broken off from 

her golden chain. O what a rent, what a grievous rent is made in 

the unſeamed:coat of Jeſus Chriſt ? You refuſe the Croſs and Surplice 

for fear of a ſcandal, but this renting of the Church is indeed a ſcan- | 

dal, a moſt heavy and lamenrable ſcandal. And this is told in“ Gath, 2 Sam. 1. 20. 
and publiſhed in the Streets of Askelon, it makes the Daughters of the | 


49 


nt of the 
ainſt the 
herefore 
d diſobe- 
s of obe. 
e miſled. 
e Others, 
he Lord 
hereof. 


cements WW Philitines rejoyce, and the Daughters of the uncircumciſed Triumph. 
| For the Papiſts ſporr themſelves and clap their hands, while the god- 
ter, diy grieve and mourn in Sion. The Scripture ſpeaking of the debate 
Jeſus be between the Servants of Abraham and Lor, doth add that the F Cana- + Gen. 13.7. 


his pt WW anites and the Perizzires dwelt then in the Land, to ſigniſie that tho 
arter of their contention in ir ſelf was evil, yet it was worſe becauſe the E- 
y A nemics of God which would rejoyce at it, were then in the Land. So 
e to me beloved, I ſay unto you, theſe contentions are evil in themſelves, but 
ind one the worſe, becauſe the Papiſt is now in the Land. He delighteth 
1s I have WY himſelf, and through your ſtrifes taketh occaſion to blaſpheme our 
a Gold Religion. He deviſerh and plotteth to undermine both Church and 
is Judg- Common-wealth; while we are contending one with anorher. And 


Straw, 2s you rejoyce the Papiſts, ſo you —— the Browniſts, who build 
did no: WW their concluſions upon your Premiſes, and pur your Speculations in 
ir make i practice. For have not your Ringleaders — al our Go- 


thougit e vernment by Biſhops is Popiſh, our Liturgy Popiſh, our miniſtring 

10us or of Baptiſm with the Croſs: Popiſh, our kneeling at the Communion 

ve thiol Popich ; our Garments for publick Adminiſtration, Popiſh; our Ho- 
of e lidays, Popith; and almoſt every thing Popiſh 2 Wherefore the Brow- 


ing ur nifts having learned that the Pope is Antichriſt, and the preſent Church 
of Rome Babylon; and hearing a Voice from Heaven crying, + go out + Rev. 18. 4. 
ef ber my People, that you be not partakers in ber Sins, and that ye taſt 
not of ber plagues ; have upon your former a errmigs nem a pra- 
ctical Concluſion, and made an actual Separation and Rent ſrom the 


et even 
ar gra- 
e unto 


1e, not Church of England. And ſurely my Brethren, as they had their O- 
ge bim riginal from your Poſitions, ſo now they are ſtrengthened by your 
_—_ Practices: For they may well think that ſuch learned and vertuous 


Men, ſo famous and renowned Preachers, knowing a Moe pronoun 
cedagainſt them if they preach nat the Goſpel, would never ſuffer them- 
{elves to be filenced for matters which they judged indifferent, and 
therefore they will take it as granted, that the things yon ſtick at, 
are in your opinion ſimply unlawful. Upon this dangerous poſition 
they will build another! ; for if the Liturgy of the Church df Eng- 
land, as it is injoyned at this day to be performed, be ſuch as a Mi- 
niſter cannot execute his function with a good Conſcience: Then 
they conclude, that neither may the People bear it with a good Con- 
ſcience, becauſe their preſence were an approbation of it? Thus the 
unquiet wit of Man, will ftill r till it un it ſelf 

| | upon. 


ver all 
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| pra 
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. Moti ves to Conformity, 
upon the rock of his o/ Deſtruction. Wherefore (my dear Bre. 
thren) I beſeech you, as you tender the good of the Church to lay 
aſide all contentions Humours. Let there not be found in you a (yi. 
rit of Contradiction and Singularity ; but follow thoſe things which 
concern Peace, and where with One may ediſie another. Let us con 
ſider one another to provoke one another to love and good works 
Bend your ſelves to ſettle che quiet of the Church, and keep the u- 
nity of the Spirit in the 1 Peace: Aa rather to be ex- 
pected at your hands, becauſe the points in ion are the publick 
Conſtitutions of the venerable — EG the Church of 
ſes, in whoſe Voice your own:Voice is inclu- 
ded. Some petadventure will reply, that if this reaſon be ſound, 
then the reverend Martyrs in Queen Maries time ſhould have ſub- 
ſcribed to Popery, becauſe it was then decreed by the Convocation, 

But I anſwer, that there is not the like reaſon. For againſt their 
Piſh Conclufions, the bleſſed Martyrs had evident and neceſſary be 
moriftrarion of holy Scriprure, to which all Decrees of Man muft 
undoubredly give place: Bur againſt the Orders of our Church, no 
uch Demonſtrations can be produced. Again, the matters they 
ſtood upon, were ſubſtantial points of Religion, whereas our Con- 
troverſies are of a lower nature. And ſurely as ptobable inducements 
muſt yield to neceſſary, ſo amongſt probable (of which fort are all 
roaſons deduced from the authotity of Man) the private muſt gie 
place to the publick. Will you have the judgment of Maſter Calvin, 
in this point alſo? Then attend and hear a notable place which was 
touched before, but deſerveth to be pondered again and again, his 
words are thefe : *'Quamoy enim quod obtruditur, & ſcandalum «f- 
Ferat, & malum caudam'trabat :. quia tamen per ſe Dei verbo nonrepup* 
wat, - conveds poteſt maxime- ubi major numerui pervincit, quando ei qui 
membrum eſt tantum illius coryors nulla ratio ſuppetit ulterius pergendi: 
Let ir therefore be imagined that our Ge ſcandal, and draw 
after them a long and foul train of Inconveniences ; yet ſeeing that 
in themſelves conſidered, they are not — — to God's word (for 
this ſtill we muſt preſume, till the contrary be proved) and are agreed 
upon by rhe greater part, yea, by the facred Synod which is tie 
Church of England Repreſentative; and that with the Royal aſſentaf 
our Sovereign : Surely in the judgment of Calvi they may be yield- 
ed unto, by ſuch as are members of the ſame Ohurch, neither in this 
caſe can they proceed any further. Whereſote my Brethren I caſt 
my ſelf down at your ſeet, and with tender tears beſeech you even 
in the bowels of Chriſt ſeſus, that you will ſeak peace and ſollou 
after it, and be not like ſto them of whom it is ſaid; 4 The: way of 
Peace they have mot b j... | 
46. Fourrhly,- Look:aponyhoſe reverend Fathers, and Biſhops-of our 
Church, by whoſe Hands and Voices that blefling was poured upon 
vou, which made you Miniſters/of holy things. Have you _ pt 
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Coaſider the multitude of Popilts, _—— 


whatneed the Church hath of their learned; 
fore in the Name af Ga rty all means. E 
duce them; endeavour according to 

and ks 5 HV 


full ſatisfactiau uf their Doubes „ 
quired mes plain and manifeſt unto them, that bein Conſci- 


ences being reſolved, they may proceed as before, in the work of the 


Lord, for this will tend much to the glory of God, the good of the 
Church, your own Comfort, and the ſaving of many thouſand Souls. 


o 
* 


This in all 25 I have adventured to call to your remembrance * 1 MO TN” 


moſt reverend Fathers, in behalf of my Brethren, wherein if Feem: 
too bold, that love which cauſed me, muſt excuſe me. 

47. Finally, beloved, cal to mind the Flock of Chriſt, that depends | 
von you : Their profiting in Religion was the comfort of -your 
Hearts, your joy and your Crown, the Seal of your ur Mig: they. 
heard you as the Angels of God, yea, as Jeſus'Ch a f 
have been content ro have placked our their dwn Eyes, and CR e 
en them to you. And therefore if there be any love, any bowels tf 
Compaſſion, forſake not the e of Jens Chritt, whereof tzùge 
holy Ghoſt hath made-- er For let me tell you, tat 
your love to the Flock oughrrar e Volden chain to draw you. N 1 
than the pleaſing of any particular Man to withdraw you. Which! 
[peak left peradventure any of my Brerhren having taſted the freer, 2 3th 
liberality of the Lairy, ſhould ſeek rather to fir their humors han 
0 do their own Duty. And here I would exhort the common Peo- 


ple to imploy thelr's wits rather bee matters OE Faith and Repen- 
| aner 


Q Male? to' Oft. 


Hades Mid ts ihtermeddle with the Rites of the Chiich' Für ihe 
"Kingdom of God confilteth not in theſe extern Ceremonies; bur 
in Rightecuſneſs and Peace, and joy in e They: — 
5 more comfort in prayer to God, in the 
orrifying the Deeds of the Fleſh deen 2 1 
2 fruitleſs Diſpures. ve yer in Torrie te 
real grows very Fade. Ae fre in their Bobes. Add 
Having once this ſetled perſwaſior, that our Rites ore Kae 
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'cheriſhing their own opinions in ot s yea, ey will not if 
es, LE we hayg Men — lden * 
à very ki But it is rhe Shepherds duty g 
ee the Sheep, but to go'befbre them le Stars? 10 i 
cting them in the right way; ſo xbheir zeal which oo is mifguidel. 
Kc. be directed with knowledge, and both Paſtor and Flock ſha 
precious in the eyes of the Lord. To cogelude: let us all- 
1155 one Rule, that we may mind one thing. And che Lordof 
this Land, both Prince and People. be Lord feb 
and the Miniſters thereof. O Lord in thy merey make up the Rent 
and Breaches of Sion. O gracious father knit our Hearts to thet, 
and one to another, that we may loye and fear thy Name, — | 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. Grant his O God 
all Grace and Peace,” for thy Son our bleſſed Saviour hissſake, to | 
hom with ee and wech, Jane be rendred all Praiſe, Gloꝶ 
Aud Majefty in the Church, Generation to e e 
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